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Lesson Calendar for the Next Quarter 


13. December 26.—Review: Jehovah's Gracious 


Promises tolsraci........... Read Hosea 14 
t. January 2.—The Ascending Lord... ...... Acts 1: 1-14 
¢. January 9.— The Coming of the Holy Spirit . . . . Acts 2: 1-13 
3. January 16. Peter’s Sermon at-Pentecost. . . . . Acts 2 : 14-47 
4. January 23.—The Spirit of Life. ......... Rom. 8 : 12-30 
5. January 30.—The Lame Man Leaping .......... Acts 3 
6. February 6.—The Boldness of Peter and John . . . Acts 4: 1-31 
7. February 13.—Humbled and Exalted. ....... Phil. 2: 1-11 
8. February 20.—‘Ihe Christian Brotherhood at Jeru- 

salem (lemperance Lesson) .... . Acts 4:32 to5:16 
9. February 27.—The Seven Helpers .  .. 2... 2. . Acts 6 
so. March 5.—The Death of Stephen ....... Acts 7:1 to 8:3 
11. March 12.—Heroes and Martyrs of Faith . . Heb. 11:1 to 12:2 
12.. March 19.—Philip and the Ethiopian ...... . Acts 8 : 26-40 


13. March 26.—Review: ‘The Great Multitude. . Read Rev. 7: 9-17 


Golden Text for the Quarter: They shall hunger no more, neither 
thirst any more; neither shall the san strike upon then, nor any heat : 
for the Lamb that is in the midst of the throne shall be their shepherd 
and shall guide them unto fountains ot waters of life; and God shall 
wipe away every tear from their eyes.—Rev. 7 : 16, 17. 
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Deborah 


By Lula Gaines Winston 


PROPHETESS—ah, better than she knew, 
Fair Deborah, who dwelt beneath the palm, 
The mighty judge, whose steadfast faith 
and calm 
The vaunting hosts of Sisera o’erthrew, 
What mattered shield or spear or numbers few ? 
Stars in their courses fought for her. O’erhead 
The thunders rolled—the waters made afraid, 
The quivering earth its tens of thousands s'ew. 
Such are God’s weapons, such his wondrous way. 
If man or woman leads, ’tis only He. 
To-day, the man; to-morrow it may be 
Another Deborah, once more to lay 
The sceptre at His feet, to find at length 
Her very weakness is her greatest strength. 











Rescuers 
Rescue work based on selfishness seems a strange 


proposition. But it appeals to those who themselves 
have not been rescued by the grace of God. ‘China's 
Millions,’’ the periodical of the China Inland Mis- 
sion, tells of a flood last July in the Kan River valley 
in Central Kiangsi, which no flood in recent centuries 
has equaled in damage to life and property. A mis- 
sionary whose home was destroyed in the waters writes : 
‘*We could see only two rudely made rafts doing 
rescue work, and it was unlike that done in the home- 
land in times of flood. The owners of the rafts 


demanded two dollars of each person who wished to 
be saved ; if he had not the two dollars to show, the 
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raft passed on, leaving him to die.” Even men strug- 
gling in the water were thus treated. This went on 
all day.’"" That is typically the unsaved man's idea 
of rescue,—save people if they will do enough them- 
stlves. to make it worth while. God's plan of salva- 
tion is to save people who can do nothing for them- 
selves. One is law, the other is grace. One is works, 
the other is faith, There would never be another 
human soul saved if we had to pay even a nominal 


price ‘for our rescue, 
we” 


The Glory Life 


Is God glorifying himself in 1 you? Perhaps we 
need to revise our ideas as to what glory is, When 
we think of glory im connection with our Lord Jesus, 
for example, it has been said that we are likely to 
think of-a sort of halo or electric light display about 
his head, A Welsh Christian has.made the suggestion 
that glory can really be expressed only by the two 
English words ‘‘ holiness-leve."" Thus the glory of 
God means that which God 7s, as this goes out toward 
men. The very essence or substance of God's being is 
holiness ; and the great activity of his life is love. And 
as he pours out his holiness in love toward us, that is 
his glory. Surely.such glory-is worth while! Are 
we willing to’ pray; ‘‘ Lord, glorify thyself in me 
when people criticise me, when they hurt me, injure 
me, snub me, ignore me.’’ For. that is the very time to 
let others see in us the glory of Christ as. our love 
pours out in the holiness of the Christ-life toward our 
enemy. So Jesus loved Judas. “So, to’His glory; he 
can enable us to love, 
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Home- Made Bibles 


Every Christian home may carry on the work of 
making new Bibles or portions of Scripture, even 
though there is no printing. press in the house. Bible 
memorizing is this secret process, and it opens a 
treasure-house of undiscovered secrets to those who 
with persistent courage catry out the plan day by day. 
Literally millions of Testaments and Gospels have 
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eas the Old Testament 


e¢ OW conceptions of God and low views about 

morality are discovered in the Bible, but the 

discovery does not in the least degree trouble 
us, because it is just what we should expect to find, 
for the Bible is the historic record of a progressive 
morality, starting with very imperfect rules and gradu- 
ally leading up to the higher law. In a word, the 
Bible is the schoolmaster that leads us to Christ. The 
morality of Moses was infinitely below the morality 
of the prophets, and the morality of the prophets was 
below that of Jesus Christ.’’ These sentences were 
taken from an article written by a well-known English 
clergyman, and were quoted in a notable address on 
‘* progressive revelation,’’ delivered a few years ago 
before the Bible League of London. ‘‘See how we 
are passing to-day,’’ another sentence in the article 
read, ‘‘from a faith in a wrathful, jealous, mutable, 
vindictive God, as depicted by the Jews, to a faith in 
the God of Jesus."’ 

‘*The Old Testament in the Light of To-day"’ is 
the title of a book that has just come from the press, 
written by a professor who holds the chair of Old 
Testament Literature in an American Seminary, and 
is spoken of as ‘‘ one of the leading American scholars 
in his field."’ In announcing this book the publishers 
state that the author sees in the Old Testament a rec- 
ord of ‘‘ growth, in whieh the moral sanctions of each 
stage of development were succeeded and dissipated 
by the next higher one:'’. The author ‘traces the 


been distributed to the soldiers in Europe. But some 
of the soldiers carried Scriptures with them that did 
not take up as much room as the smallest pocket 
Testament, and that could not wear out. Chaplains 
tell how groups of soldiers who had given up any 
profession of religion meet together voluntarily, to sing 
and to repeat Bible promises that had been stored in 
the memory in childhood. Make Bible memorizing 
a definite part of your plans for 1916 in home and 
school. There is no better way to do this than by 
joining the Bible Success Band. The new Bible Suc- 
cess Band booklet explains the plan and gives the 
list of verses for 1916. The booklets have just been 
issued, and may be ordered from The Sunday School 
Times,Co. in lots of ten or more at to cents each, or 
a single copy at 15 cents. An utterly unprecedented 
number of Bibles and parts of Bibles are pouring from 
the world’s presses in these days. Let us help to 
make 1916 a notable year also for the increase of 
Scriptures that are printed on the memory and stored 
in the heart. 
; xf 


If We Would Be Strong : 


There is only one-person who is always rejoicing. 
That person is God. But when He is permitted to 
become the whole life of any human being, this human 
being also can always rejoice. Ifwe are not always re- 
joicing we are sinning against God, breaking one of 
his plain commands, And so it is, as Professor Grif- 
fith Thomas said at the victorious life Conference at 
Princeton last summer, ** Whenever you. find a mo- 
rose Christian, you find not only a weak Christian, 
but. one whom-God is not likely to be using.’’ Real 
joy cannot be kept to ourselves ; it is bound to‘ be 
shared. And real joy is strength, just as gloom is 
weakness. The God who always rejoices is always 
powerful ; and we cannot have the power of God in 
our lives without having his supernatural jov there 
also. All this is a miracle ; and because God re- 
quires of us and offers to us a life of unceasing mir- 
acle, he gives us Himself to abide in us always,— 
for the fruit of the Spirit always includes joy. 
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Encourage Bad Morals? 


various stages of this development, from the crude 
morality of the earliest records, with their idea of a 
sort of tribal God, up to the lofty morality and spirit- 
uality of the later prophets whe proclaimed that true 
religion does not consist in ritualistic observance, but 
in the devotion of a contrite heart.’’ 

Another recent book, written by a famous American 
pulpit orator, is entitled «‘ The Ten Commandments, 
with a Christian Application. to Modern Conditions,"’ 
A review that appears in one of the leading American 
church. periodicals expresses the hope that ‘‘ many 
young ministers will brood long over this book."’ 
The volume proposes a ‘‘restatement of the Ten 
Commandments,."* The reviewer, after mentioning 
that the author's interpretation of the original mean- 
ing of the Commwndments ‘‘ hardly takes account of 
the religious developnient which had already occurred 
when they appeared,’’ goes on to say: ‘‘ Dr. 
thinks. ,. that Jesus ‘harshly criticized’ the third 
commandment in his saying that we are to ‘ swear not 
at all.’ The sixth commandment forbids capital pun- 
ishment and war. ‘One wonders that it never oc- 
curred to any of the Israelites that the tenth com- 
mandment had an immediate application to their 
greedy desire to expropriate the Canaanites,’ '’ 

These quotations from recent utterances of men 
who are counted scholars or clear-visioned leaders 
suggest the bold answer that is given in these modern 
days to the difficult moral questions raised by the Old 
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Testament. But it is not the eminent ones alone that 
find this difficulty. Many a Sunday-school teacher 
has expressed relief at passing from Old Testament 
lessons into the New. ‘There are uncomfortable 
things in the Old Testament that they find difficulty 
in reconciling with New Testament revelation. — 

Let us frankly face a few of the moral difficulties 
in the Old Testament that are assumed to make nec- 
essary these ‘‘modern views'’ of its teaching. Is 
there a sharp contrast between Old and New Testa- 
ment standards? Polygamy abounded in Old Testa- 
ment life, and is not directly condemned by the law 
of Moses. The family life of some of the holiest 
men of God was far below the standard of men to- 
day who utterly reject God and his Word. Slavery is 
not prohibited in the Old Testament ; there are even 
laws for its regulation, War, with all its attendant 
unthinkable miseries, was not only permitted, but 
was definitely commanded by God. In this war 
problem, what is thought to be most difficult of all is 
God's command to Israel to exterminate the Canaan- 
ites, leaving not one alive ; and when what seemed 

_ like a commendable mercy and leniency on the part 
of the Jews spared any of these Canaanites, swift con- 
demnation and judgment from God was visited be- 
cause of the disobedience. There is the still stranger 
command to Abraham to offer Isaac as a burnt-offer- 
ing, which the destructive critics interpret as a reflec- 
tion of the heathen practise of sacrificing children to 
the gods, Finally, in this representative list of a few 
of the moral difficulties may be mentioned the sup- 
‘ posed spirit of hatred and vindictiveness toward ene- 
mies. This finds its clearest expression in the ‘‘ im- 
precatory psalms,’’ 

It is claimed by those who take a ‘‘new"’ view of 
the Bible that all these and other difficulties are read- 
ily explained by remembering that the Old Testa- 
ment is a record of the evolution of men from low 
standards to higher standards. What this really 
means is that the laws of the Old Testament are not 
revelations from God, but are made by men, The 
laws depend, therefore, upon the degree of progress 
that men have made, and grow out of the conditions 
of the time. It is not in point bere to go into a dis- 
cussion of the fallacies upon which this view is built. 
It is sufficient to say that for every supposed problem 
that this explanation clears up there are a thousand 
real and insoluble problems raised by it. 

The careful reader of the Bible who has no claim 
to scholarly attainments discovers that the Old Testa- 
ment abounds in lovingkindness and mercy as well 
as in wrath, and that the New Testament abounds in 
most terrific expressions of law and judgment as well 
as in the grace of God. The careful reader knows, 
too, that whatever the heathen nations»and even the 
Jews themselves may have thought about ‘tribal 
gods,"’ there is not the faintest suggestion in any of 
the books of the Old Testament that the inspired 
writer thought of Jehovah as a tribal God. A careful 
reading of the Book reveals also that the prophets 
and Christ himself, far from regarding the morality of 
Moses as *' infinitely below '’ that of their own, always 
and everywhere recognized the law of Moses as the 
revealed Word of God. 

Christ put the stamp of his approval upon the law 
and the prophets of the Old Testament as coming 
from God, That means that whatever may have been 
the defect and the immorality of the people to whom 
the law was given, the law itself, every part of it, was 
perfect and free from any moral defect. It was at 
each step a revelation from God, and as such was 
‘tholy, and righteous, and good.’’ And none of 
these laws is ever repudiated in the Scriptures, For 
the prophets to repudiate the moral and ceremonial 
law that was given through Moses would be to de- 
clare that the earlier law was not a revelation from 
God, 

‘Tnereis indeed ‘‘a disannuling of a foregoing com- 
mandment because of its weakness and unprofitable- 
ness (for the law made nothing perfect)’’ (Heb. 7: 
18, 19). And this throws a flood of hght upon the 
moral and spiritual standards of the Old Testament. 
Christ repealed certain of the Old Testament stand- 
ards, and:substituted a higher order of worship. But 
the commandments that he repealed were divinely 
given and he did not repudiate them. And the new 
commandment was given, not because the Lawgiver 
had changed, but because the fulness of time had 
come for the fuller revelation. 

The Pharisees came to Jesus with a question about 
family life that went to the heart of Old Testament 
moral standards: ‘* Is it lawful for a man to put away 
his wife?*’ Jesus gave an answer that appeared 
flatly to contradict the word that Moses gave, It was 
doubtless in triumph that the Pharisees asked: ‘*Why 
then did Moses command to give a bill of. divorce- 
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ment, and to put her away?’’ Would Jesus repu- 
diate Moses? ‘* Moses for your hardness of heart 
suffered you to put away your wives,’’ he answered. 

Hardness of heart, then, is the secret of many ap- 
parent low! standards, But mark it well, the Old 
Testament did not sanction this divorce, nor did it 
sanction polygamy. Moses’ commandment suffered 
the divorce and put restrictions upon it. 

It was to the Old Testament that Jesus went for his 
sanction of the higher law: ‘‘ From the beginning it 





CORRESPONDENT'S letter appearing in this 
departinent in the Times of October 30 referred 


to an article ‘‘by the late Dr. Buckley.’’ The 
Editor regrets that this error should have crept in. 
Dr. James M. Buckley is anything but ‘‘late’’ ; like 
Mark Twain’s comment on himself, this intimation 
of his death is greatly exaggerated. After thirty-two 
years of notable service on The’ Christian Advocate 
he retired from the editorship of that paper in 1912, 
and since then he has been doing literary work and 
serving as special lecturer in Drew Theological Sem- 
inary at Madison, New Jersey. _A recent issue of 
The Sunday School Times, in this department, men- 
tioned Dr. Buckley as one of the Vice-Presidents of 
the New York Society for the Suppression’ of. Vice, 
in which work he was a long-time friend and sup- 
porter of Anthony Comstock. 
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Why Good Men 
Are On the Road to Hell 


In your ‘ Pilot ’’ comments on the lesson of September 

12 you use this expression: ‘None of us is better than 

our fathers, nor ever will be. We and they are totally 

depraved ; hopelessly, poisonously worthless."' 

his is the first time for a decade I have heard ‘the old 
doctrine of total depravity affirmed. How can a wholly 
rotten egg ever be good? Will you please explain your 
expression ?--AN OHIO READER. ip 

A wholly rotten €gg never can be good. The only 
thing to do with it is to make another egg. And that 
requires a Creator. 

So with fallen human nature, It is hopelessly bad 
and worthless. When God creates a new nature to 
take its place he does not use’any of the material of 
the old, depraved man. He creates a new man as he 
created all things—by the word of his power and 
through Christ Jesus (Col. 1 : 16). 

‘«Is total depravity a myth?’’ was a question dis- 
cussed in the leading editorial in The Sunday School 
Times of May 30, 1914. There was set forth the 
truth that the human heart—apart from God in Christ 
—is hopelessly black and polluted. The editorial has 
been put into leaflet form, under the title, ‘* Why Good 
Men Are On the Road to Hell,'’ and copies may be 
obtained free of charge from Mr. H. J. Koenig, 5 
Sanford Place, Jersey City, N. J. 

This article called forth a strong protest from a 
writer in a Unitarian paper. As one of the illustra- 
tions that seem to contradict the truth, the Unitarian 
writer cited the case of a beautiful-spirited woman who 
was never heard to ‘‘ dishonor her Maker or her ex- 
cellent parents by talking of her ‘ black and polluted 
heart.” For to love was her nature.’’ About the 
same time a letter came to the editors from just such 
a woman, who, from the time she in child-like sim- 
plicity gave her heart to Christ at eight or nine years 
of age, has poured out her life in service for him and 
for men. Thousands have come to know Christ bet- 
ter through her life and her writings. And she has 





From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


Lord, fill our minds to the brim with truth and love. 
From our hearts root out all vanity, pride, prejudice, 
and bitterness. Keep us from feeling that other people 
ought to be just like us. Make us large-minded, like 
thyself, taking pleasure in the beautiful varieties of life, 
and appreciative of diverse human values. Remove 
from us all bigotry, uncharity, harshness, and the un- 
conscious hypocrisy of self-will and secret laudation. 
Relax the false strain that converts our tongues into 
threshing-fleils, and keeps our souls seething and boil- 
ing with blame and faultfinding. Make us gled that God 
reigns, even when we do not. Make us a little shy of 
our own wisdom and always hospitable to other people's 
suggestions. Show us the hidden sore of sin deep in our 
own hearts, and cure that first of all. 
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» TONS LESSON 
hath not been so,’ ‘For this cause shall a man 
leave his father and mother, and shall cleave to his 
wife ; and the two shall become one flesh."’ Moses_ 
knew, and Jesus knew that Moses knew, that from the 
beginning it had not been so, and it was probably 
Moses who wrote the higher, original principle that 
God had revealed. 

God’s law, given through Moses, did not institute 

slavery. Israel was in a world of which slavery was A Ne 
(Continued on page 760) school | 
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had practically no personal experience of the things or are 
that the world would call vile sin. This true saint of a met 
God wrote : devot 
: Z childr 

This morning I was reading ‘‘Is Total Depravity a Inc 

Myth?" ‘There are some things I have never doubted, laid ¢ 

One is the doctrine named ‘‘ ‘Total Depravity.’’ I could te: 

not doubt a personal experience. When one has had from ‘ld 

the Holy Spirit a glimpse of one’s own heart, I think the chi 

conviction of the truth, of the doctrine is fixed forever. go to 

But how utterly blinded we are until the light of the con- the h 

vincing Spirit shines in upon our darkness Tiohn 16 : 8, 9). Th 

One of America’s leading Bible teachers in writing has | 
to the editors brought out in strong words this same istry 
truth ; , So 

shel! 
As touching human nature, you can be assured that it the 
is wholly, irrevocably, and infinitely bad. The natural him 

spirit of a man obtained the right, at the fall, of perceiving W 

not only good but evil, so that it knows God and discerns 

the justice of His laws. But that spirit, since the fall, is foll< 

in ruin, and it-has no power, in spite of a measure of out- or 0 

ward observance of the divine commandments, to worshi will 

or serve God, ‘There is, therefore, no spark of divine life S 

left in it ; and hence it needs the impartation of such a ma 

life through a new birth. I could give you texts confirm- wh 
ing all of these statements, but you will easily recall these, } 

But is it not true that there ave men who have not a 
had the new birth yet who. are living clean, moral 
lives? Does ‘*1total depravity’? mean that ‘‘man— pr 
apart from Christ—is all bad, and bad to all eter- per 
nity’’ ? 

Some attempt to answer this question by drawing a iw 
distinction between ‘‘total depravity’’ and ‘total 
corruption,’’—total depravity meaning that. sin: has 
affected every part of our nature, leaving no faculty P 
untouched ; and total corruption meaning that thé en- 7 
tire nature in every part is wholly corrupt, That is, b 
every man is naturally depraved, but not every man o 
is morally corrupt ; every man who is w#moral is not t 
necessarily zzmoral, f 

But, as God looks at things, there is no essential t 
difference between total depravity and total corrup- ' 
tion. 


God sees the end from the beginning, and he 
sees the inmost character, not the outward signs. De- 
pravity is sure to turn into corruption, and unmorality 
into immorality, in the man who has not received 
God's nature through the new birth. The morally 
‘¢good’’ man who has not Christ does things that 
outwardly conform to God’s holy law. But he cannot 
please God with these good actions. For only that 
heart is good which has God as its end and its begin- 
ning. The man who has not God in his life, when 
every surrounding influence of God's Spirit is re- 
moved and the man’s real nature is revealed, does 
only the things that are displeasing to God : ‘‘ Because 
the mind of the flesh is enmity against God ; for it is 
not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can it 
be: and they that are in the flesh cannot please 
God.”’ 

It must be remembered that morality is not right. 
eousness, and outward conformity to God's law is not 
holiness. 

Those Old Testament passages still stand, and are 
wholly true : ‘* Who can bring a clean thing out of an 
unclean? not one"’ (Job 14: 4); and ‘‘weare all as an 
unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses [including 
all moral acts] are as filthy rags’’ (Isa. 64 : 6, A. V.). 
Scores of New Testament passages bear the same 
message : ‘‘ There is none righteous, no, not one’’ 
(Rom. 3:10). ‘There is none that doeth good, no, 
not so much as_.one’’ (Rom. 3:12). ‘All have 
sinned, and fallshort of the glory of God*’ (Rom. 3: 
23). ‘If ye then, being evil. . ."’ (Matt. 7 : 11). 
*«None is good, save one, even God"’ (Luke 18 : 19). 

Every man who, through the Spirit, sees God in his 
holiness and then sees his own heart’will affirm with 
Paul, ‘‘In me, that is, in my flesh, there dwelleth no 
geod thing.’' And when. that man has yielded wholly 
tothe Saviour, he will also be able to cry in triumph 
with Paul: ‘‘It is no longer I that live, but Christ 
liveth in me."’ 
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LESSON FOR DEC, 26 (Hos. 14} 


A New Belgian Cobbler.—Reports from Sunday- 
school leaders in Belgium show that everywhere the 
services both in church and Sunday-school are not 
only being maintained, but attend 1 
were before the war. One striking feature is the 
fact that from Roman Catholic families, and from 
those who were unbelievers, the children are now 
being sent to the Sunday-school. : 

This fact is the more remarkable considering the 
conditions in Belgium, Hundredsof children cannot 
attend the Sunday-school because they have no shoes, 
or are obliged to come in woolen socks. In one town 
a member of the church has learned cobbling, and is 
devoting his time to repairing shoes, so as to enable 
children to attend Sunday-school. 

In one of the Belgian churches father and son are 
laid aside in illness, and the family has been sup- 

ted for several months by the earnings of two 
children (scholars of the eer Be Rpt who bravely 
go to work daily, and give all their earnings to keep 
the home togetuer. 


The Pastor and the German Staff.—Pastor 
has had more than one iustance of the perils of min- 
istry in an invaded province. 

Some English soldiers left behind at were 
sheltered, at great risk, by the townsfolk. One of 
the soldiers, falling. ill, begged the pastor to visit 
him, a service immediately granted and continued. 

While this secret visitation was still going on, the 
following order was posted: ‘‘ Any person sheltering 
or not revealing the whereabouts of English soldiers 
will be shot.” 

Soon after the pastor was summoned to the Ger- 
man staff headquarters and bidden to reveal the 
whereabouts of the English soldier. 

Feigning astonishment, he asked whether German 

astors were not expected to preserve a confidence. 
Whatever kuowledge he possessed had come to him 
professionally, and was therefore secret. Moreover, 
what he had done he was prepared to. do again. . Per- 
sisting in his noble attitude, the pastor ultimately 
had the satisfaction of being released without having 
betrayed the sick soldier, 


Belgium’s Suffering Children.—In a Protestant or- 
phanage near Brussels, Belgium, the children are in 
splendid health, and have enough plain food, but 
money is getting scarce. Eight new orphans have 
been received, their parents either having been killed 
or being prisoners in Germany. Belgium needs help 
more than ever if the religious work among the young 
people is to be maintained, ‘The winter will increase 
the poverty and suffering, and the chief sufferers will 
be the children. 

A well-known Sunday-school leader thus pictures 
the conditions in Belgium, showing how difficult it is 
to maintain religious work in such circumstances: 








If it were not for the food brought into the country by 
the Americans the people would starve. Bread is very 
scarce; at the baker shops still open it costs one shilling 
for two pounds. A great proportion of the population is 
without any money. Most of the workingmen are unem- 
ployed. In the coal-mines they have begun again to work 
two or three days a week and at lower wages. In many 
coal-miners’ families the wife and children are giving up 
their bread for the father and sons who are working. 
Bread and butter is the chief food of the Belgian miners. 
Men who used to take with them two pounds of bread, are 
now getting only the third part of that quantity, and they 
feel much weakened after months of that insufficient diet. 

Many people eat only rice and potatoes, Some have 
even eaten boiled potato peels. How many poor children 
must have been weakened by this scanty food, and cannot 
oppose any resistance to disease. 


Shells and Bullets and Hymns.—French chaplains 
relate many instances of soldiers who had ceased to 
follow any religious observance voluntarily meeting 
for hymn-singing and for repeating Bible prom- 
ises. ‘The words of hymns and Bible verses that had 
been stored in the memory in childhood they found 
coming back to them. 

One chaplain says that hymns especially are the 
strongest comfort in the trenches. he other day at 
R a wounded French soldier told the chaplain 
that his security under shells and bullets (he had re- 
ceived three grievous wounds at that time) was to 
repeat to himself a Sunday-school hymn as a prayer: 
“ Alors que la nuit sombre,” etc. free rendering 
of the verses is: 

When the gloomy night falls in silence round me: 
When all things of shade are terrifying shapes : 
Should I fear? No. Jesus loves me. 

He is always my defender. 
Should I fear? No. No. 
Walking always by my side. 





He loves me, 


The war has awakened a far 
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Sanday- School Heroes in the War Zone 





"From five continents and more than a dozen 
countries in ‘and out of the war zone come these 
- nuggets of “ Sunday-School World News,” gath- 
ered under the direction of Frank L. Brown, the 
Rev. Carey Bonner, and Marion Lawrance, men 
who are leading the world’s Sunday-school forces. 


— 
—— 








day-schools. The hymns that they choose are those 
of the Holy War, or the Soldier of Christ, or the 
Christian's Armory, or David.and Goliath. The 
teachers are, however; careful to -guard against an 
anti-Christian spirit being aroused, - 


Volunteers in France.—In consequence of the mul- 
titude both of pastors and superintendents who have 
joined the forces, the Protestant Sunday-schools in 

rance. are being wholly maintained by volunteer 
workers. 

In R——, where most of the men officers and 
teachers have gone to the war, the Sunday-school 
for the last year has been directed by a famous 
doctor.” While most of his time is absorbed in am- 
bulance and hospital work, he has, with rare devo- 
tion, always planned so that he could be present at 
the Sunday-school session. ‘ 

The Protestant churches of France have given 
seventy-five chaplains to the army and navy, while 
upward of 350 pastors have taken military service. 
The annual meeting of the French Sunday-School 
Society is described as one of the best that has been 
held. The Church of Batignolles was crowded. 
Pastor =— Dejarnac, who has been serving as a 
soldier from March, reported that his school of 300 
was being kept on regularly during his absence. In 
many cases the older men and women have come 
forward ‘and taken the places of the young teachers 
who have gone to the war. 


Holland’s Mobilization. — A well-known Sunday- 
school leader in Holland, on being asked how the mo- 
bilization had affected Sunday-schools, writes: 

Many departments report that, owing to mobiliza- 
tion, classes cannot meet as regularly as in ordinary 
times. 

As to the European war, on the whole very little 
is said with regard thereto. When the lesson re- 
quires it, teachers point out that the worst war is 
when one should be found to be fighting against the 
Lord. Approximately 2,000 teachers had to join their 
regiments. In consequence of shortage, (1) classes 
are being combined ; (2) retired teachers replace those 
in the army; (3) rather young people endeavor to 
take classes; (4) teachers who have joined the army, 
and who have been billeted at places where there are 
schools, use their spare time for teaching, 

Particwfarly the latter event occurs frequently, and 
shows great attachment to the work. 


In the Italian War Zone.—Sigror Ernesto Filippini 
is making a tour among the Sunday-schools in the 
war district, and is also visiting the soldiers. He has 
had special facilities given him by the government, 
and his position as professor of the university and as 
an official of the government has made it possible for 
him thus to travel. He finds everywhere a spirit 
of splendid devotion, and has found it ssible 
to hold services with the children at every place vis- 
ited. When in the war zone he had a miraculous 
escape fr-n death, as a bomb, dropped by an Aus- 
trian aeroplane, exploded near to where he was 
standing. 

Signor Filippini, many years ago, was a fellow- 
student with the present Page. and says that, as a 
student, the Pope showed himself to be a man of 
deep piety. 

Signor Filippini speaks most gratefully of the gift 
from American Sunday-schools to enable the circula- 
tion of 50,000 copies of parts of the Gospels. The 
edition is ready, and through pastors, Sunday-school 
officers, and teachers the distribution will be made in 
the places within the zone of the war. 


Russia’s Travail.—The effect of the war upon Sun- 
day-schools in Russia is vividly portrayed by an 
evangelical pastor, who writes: ‘ 

This most disastrous war has upset everything. 
It overwhelms the world like a gigantic vampire, and 
it gives us here much trouble and unrest, and con- 
siderably curtails our work. Several of our preachers 
in Estonia and many members of our congregations 
are servi under arms, fighting to defend our 
Fatherland and our Czar against a most cruel enemy. 
As with the Mapooing of the war our American help 
ceased, our ion endeavored with all available 
meaus to support our weaker brethren; but gradu- 








ally all spiritual work was thrown to the background, 
and our preachers had to put their hands to hard 
material work. Anxiety and bitter fear for our coun- 
try and people are creeping into our hearts, but, 
above all, we have only one fervent desire and prayer: 
‘*God Almighty, save your people.” 

‘* The harvest is great, but hands are few.” Some 
of the rural parts are suffering for lack of preachers, 
but, thanks be to the Lord Almighty, our prayers 
have been heard, and such joy has entered into the 
hearts of our missionary friends, who still continue 
to help us, and we hope with your help to do some- 
thing in favor of our most bereaved brethren. 

As for our brethren in Curonia, I have heard noth- 
ing from them of late; at all events their situation 
must be extremely difficult. Services for our children 
are held with us only where there is a possibility. 
About this and some more details I hope to write you 
more explicitly. 


A Japanese Robert Raikes.— A new development in 
Japanese Sunday-school work is the conferences of 
superintendents of schools which have been held at 
Kyoto, Osaka, Kobe, and Mikage, under the leader- 
ship of the Rev. K. Mito, one of Japan's greatest 
Sunday-school leaders. In Mr.: Mito’s recent trip 
north he met an old man eighty-three years of age, 
named Wakichi Misawa. He offered his store-room 
on Sundays for Sunday-school work, and on Sundays 
can be seen on the streets,—like a Japanese Robert 
Raikes,—his grandchild on his back and a bell in his 
hand, inviting children to the Sunday-school. 


A Boy Starts Two Sunday-Schools.—From that land 
of spiritual wonders, Korea, comes a story of a Sun- 
day-school miracle. The Rev. C. T. Collyer, of Songdo, 
Korea, tells the story in a letter to Mr. Frank L 
Brown: ‘* Two years ago a boy of fifteen invited some 
of his school friends round to his house each evening 
to study with him. He introduced the New Testa- 
ment among the school-books they studied each 
evening, and he always closed with prayer. With 
this beginning we have two Sunday-schools in that 
village, and have built up a church of between forty 
and fifty attendants, a number of whom I baptized 
recently. This has kept up for two years, and is 
entirely carried by a boy who is now but seventeen. 
It is no longer an experiment. I daresay that in 
your experience throughout the world you cannot 
— to ene boys of seventeen who for two years 

ave successfully carried the responsibilities of su- 
perintendent of an adult Sunday-school on Sunday 
mornings and a children’s Sunday-school in the 
afternoons.” 


Surprising 3,000 Children.—Think of a children's 
Sunday-school convention of three thousand lasting 
for four days! Thisis what occurred at Travancore, 
South India, in charge of Mr. Stanes, Hon. Chil- 
dren’s Missioner of the India Sunday-School Union. 

Children from six to sixteen years of age, repre- 
senting twenty-one schools, each school in charge of 
a teacher and a cook, were marched in from a radius 
of thirty-five miles. The majority had never left 
home before. Many of them were raw heathen. 
They were from the Pulliers races, considered one of 
the lowest of the castes. 

The girls slept in a large schoolroom, the boys 
under a huge temporary fanda/ covered: with rice 
straw. This multitude of three thousand were fed 
twice aday. It took two hours each time for these 
disciples of our Lord to distribute this bread to these 
thousands in his name. 

For the first time in their lives these children got 
a taste of real fun in sports, such as egg, sack, three- 
legged, and spoon races. Large crowds came to see 
the convention. In great processions the boys and 
girls were marched two miles to the river to bathe. 

The Bread of Life was not forgotten. Eighteen 
Bible texts on sin, Saviour, salvation, were printed 
and distributed, and twelve hymns. The schools 
a in the singing. The children committed 
the Scripture verses to memory, and were examined 
upon them. New Testaments were given as re- 
wards. Two hundred and seventy confessed Christ 
for the first time. 

Mrs. Richard Burges, who writes of the conven- 
tion, says: ‘‘For generations these Pullier ple 
have been treated as the scumof society. In this re- 
markable children’s camp is a prophecy of a brighter 
day for the Pullier community. 


For Africa’s Moslem Children.—Over ten thousand 
illustrated parable-stories have recently gone out 
from the headquarters of the Committee on Sunday- 
School.Work among Moslems at Cairo to three hun- 
dred Sunday-schools. The purpose is to increasé 
Sunday-school attendance and reach the Moslem 
child by the pathway he loves,—the story. Not sim- 
ply to Egypt’s Sunday-schools will these parable- 








* 
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stories go, but to Tunis, Al | Syria, parts * of 
Turkey, Arabia, Persia, aud the English’ 'Sudan. 
Over fourteen thousand Jesson helps. go out weekly 
from the .Cairo office to two hundred and fifty Sun- 
day-schools in Egypt. ae ow 
n each of these parable-stories is the inscription: 
‘* Given by the World's Sunday School Association.” 
The Moslem boy and girl will know that the Sunday- 
school has a world-wide purpose and organization: 

Some of these Sunday-school parable stories are 
finding their we to the Sudan through the hands of 
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas A. Lambie, of the United 
Presbyterian Mission. Mr. Stephen Van R. Trow- 
bridge, the Sunday-school secretary for Moslem 
fields, writes graphically of this work : 

‘Dr. Lambie’s work is among tribes as savage 
and as utterly neglected as any that Dan Crawford 
describes. ‘The people are warriors and huntsmen, 
and, except for the married women, go about abso- 
lutely naked. 

‘*Where Dr. Lambie is now opening a medical 
station he and his family are the only Christians in 
an immense district. The people are animists and 
fetish worshipers not yet won to Islam, though the 
seven hundred Arabs in the town are doing their 
utmost to persuade the people to accept Islam. 
Think of being the only Christian in the face of such 
overwhelming Moslem forces !” 


Sir Robert Laidlaw’s Homegoing.—Just four words 
contained in a cable a from London, England, 
have told the story which has brought sadness to all 
who knew Sir Robert Laidlaw, 
World’s Sunday School Association, 

The cable read, ‘‘ Laidlaw died November third.” 

Having served as one of the Joint General Treas- 
urers and as Honorary Vice-President of the World's 
Sunday School Association, Sir Robert was, at Zurich, 
Switzerland, July, 1913, elected President of the 
World's Association. 

In the Homegoing of Sir Francis Flint Belsey and 
Sir Robert Laidlaw, the Sunday-school world has 
lost two of its choicest leaders. ‘The following cable 
message was sent to the Sunday School Union, Lon- 
don, by President E. K. Warren, of the International 
i Sunday School Association. ‘‘ Sir Robert’s Homegoing 
| leaves many lonely hearts in America. Tenderest 
; Sympathy,” 

A sketch of Sir Robert Laidlaw’s life and its signifi- 
cance to the Christian world is given on this page, 


resident of the 


Sunday-School Moving Pictures.— The International 
Sunday School Association is receiving many in- 
quiries regarding moving ‘pictures of Sunday-schools 
and Sunday-school subjects, such as parades, ban- 
quets, festival choruses,’ picnies, etc. 

For. every new: Sunday-school subject of moving 
pictures now available ‘which is sent to-the Inter- 
, national .Headquarters Office, 5 South Wabash 
Ave., Chicago, Ill., before er I, 1916, a cloth- 
bound copy of the Chicago Convention Report (1914) 
will be sent free of charge. 


Will You Send a‘ Best Reason ’’ ?—For the ‘ Best 
Reason Why I Should Contribute to the Work of the 
International Sunday School Association” received 
before January 1, 1916, a reward of a five-dollar set 
of books will be awarded as follows : 





Denver Convention Report (1902) ......... -. $1.00 
The. Development of the Sunday-school 
SRR UI RED becisiareessdonsnscon on cbenues easeness 1.00 
Organized Sunday-school Work in America 
RE RS Sr eee 1.00 
Organized Sunday-school Work in America 
RENEE Nind- 60.0000 ssdnccsbacchuskescente «nso 1,00 
Organized Sunday-school Work in America 
CRM MERIT Banach cchees vaksvegsnecnnes cepndh vente 1.00 
enki swiiandatesiaethstaibadehtes, 00 elaskers $5.00 


For the Second Best Reason, a reward of a three- 
dollar set of books will be granted as follows : 


Sunday-schools the World Around (Rome, 





1 ths eeeeesecessaaneeens Oe deceees eoseceneeceees 1.00 
World-wide Sunday-school Work (Washing- 

WAR BOE) s.cepnivoncetsccussostsscococsshvcobads 1.00 
World-wide Sunday-school Work (2urich, 

REG) raids prdciducsinandeqdevessvarshecasictnesicdec 1,00 

WUD « caeetlet stiwocpcdeiscceupnacneesédeocpibhesds $3.00 


Send all answers to ‘‘ Best Reason Department,” 
1416 Maliers Building, Chicago. 


Sunday-School Dollars.— Although oftentimes 
dreaded, Sunday-schoo! finance is one of the most 
interesting phases of the organized work. 

The General Secretary of Southern California re- 
ceived from his State President a‘check for fifty dol- 
lars. This he changed into fifty one-dollar bills, and 
sent them to as many key names, with -the request 
that they be returned bya certain date with ll possi- 
ble accumulations. When the date arrived he.found 
the amount had grown to nearly $250. 

Kalamazoo and Berrien Counties in Michigan have 
organized and conducted ‘Dollar Clubs” with 
marked success. Volunteer workers set an annual 
goal and then try to reach it by interviewing indi- 
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vidiials, explainiig ‘the ‘county work, and asking 


each person to také'“a’doilar’s worth” of stock. 


Michigan believes its Sunday-school werk:ought not 


| onky to be advertised, but subsidized as well. 


., There is \a growimg sentiment in favor of tithing. 
{Counties are thing their income to State Associa- 
tions, which in turn tithe to the International work 
of North America. Last of all, the International 
Association, by ‘vote of its Executive Committee, 
tithes to the World’s Sunday School Association. 
Thus the gift of an individual or a school is multi- 
we — it reaches out into the uttermost parts of 
the earth. 


Training 40,000 More Teachers.—Teacher-training 
has been passing through such a transition during 
the last year, and has grown so remarkably, that 
there has been almost a complete discontinuance of 
the plan to give recognition to graduates at State and 
Provincial Conventions. ‘The statistics on file at the 
International Sunday School Association Office show 
in one year a gain of 3,664 new classes, with an en- 
rolment of 40,071. This means that there has been 
an average gain of ten new classes, with 110 new 
members, for every day in the year. 


Rio’s Young Men.—Brazil is catching the world- 
wide entHfusiasm for adult Bible class organization. 
The new standards adopted since the Brazil National 
Sunday-School Convention at Riode Janeiro, in March 
last, provide for the recognition of organized classes. 
And now comes word of one of these young men’s 
classes organized at. Rio. The superintendent writes: 
‘*The boys are enthusiastic about it and determined 
to work. They have chosen for their name C/asse 
No. 4, and for their motto Ai the King’s Service. 
Their teacher has suggested the idea of establishing 
a Sunday-school Mission for the street boys of the 
neighborhood.” 


To Capture the Laymen of China.—As the result of 
a recent visit to China of Mr. R. A. Doan of the Dis- 
ciples’ Church, the teacher of a large men’s class at 
Nelsonville, Ohio, an adult class movement is likely 
to get under way in China which will conserve the 
Bible study and evangelistic results of the Mott-Eddy 
meetings. This movement has significant possibili- 
ties. Mr. Doan organized a number of adult classes at 
Nantungehow, Chuchow, Wuhu and elsewhere. His 


conference with the Rev. E. G. Tewksbury and other - 


Sunday-school leaders at Shanghai concerning the 
promotion of this movement throughout China re- 
sulted in the outlining of plans looking to the training 
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of a leadership for these classes in Sunday-school 


‘training conferences, and the utilizing of the adult’ 
classes as. the~heart of a continuing evangelistic 


tmhovement in China. * 
Mr. Doan is. anxious that the adult classes in 
America get behind this movement, which is so 


tential of good, and has been in close conference with 


Mr. Pearce and the World's Sunday Schou! Associa- 
tion Secretary regarding the support of a leader for 
this work in China. ‘Think of what this may mean 
for a country of 400,000,000! 

Adult classes interested in this may correspond 
with Mr. Doan at Nelsonville, Ohio, or with the 
World’s Sunday School Association, 216 Metropolitan 
Tower, New York. , 


Mr. Hartshorn‘s Plan for Colored Teachers.—W. N. 
Hartshorn of Boston, who for many years was Chair- 
man of the International Executive Committee, is 
making it possible for the Association to conduct an 
extensive training of Sunday-school leaders among 
the negroes of the Southern states. During the past 
year 1,978 colored students and teachers enrolled in 
teacher-training classes in seventy-three colleges, 

Mr. Hartshorn likes to tell of his ‘‘ Teacher-Train- 
ing Train” (1915) which he says ‘pulled into the 
station recently, returning from its 1914 trip, with 
Superintendent H. C. Lyman (Atlanta) in charge,— 
fourteen thousand miles traveled, sixteen states vis- 
ited, thirty-eight thousand students addressed, one 
hundred and eighty-four conferences, one hundred 
and thirty-five institutions visited, nineteen hundred 
students enrolled.” 





" More than one million babies are now enrolled in 
the Cradle Roll Departments of North America’s 
Sunday-schools. 


There are 175,685 Sunday-schools in the Interna- 
tional Association field of North America, attended 
by 18,441,036, of whom 1,690,739 are teachers and 
officers. 


In the past three years 58,435 Interdenominational 
Sunday School Conventions have been held through- 
out North America in the interests of Sunday-school 
efficiency. 


The Sunday-school stops the leakage of teen-age 
boys and girls from the church. | Thirty-two states 
and provinces enrolled 1,453 newly organized classes 
in the last three.months. This is an avetage net 
gain of more than 111 Classes per week. oe 
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The life message of the late President of the 
World’s Sunday School Association 
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‘Sir Robert Laidlaw—Sunday-School Captain 


~ 





By G. W. Penniman fe 





IR ROBERT LAIDLAW, President of the World’s 
Sunday School Association, passed away at his 
residence, Warren House, Hayes, Kent, England, 

November 3. 
The simple announcement of this sad event was re- 


ceived by Mr. H. J. Heinz ot Pittsburgh, Chairman of - 


the Executive Committee of the World's Sunday School 
Association. Some weeks ago Mr. Heinz received a 
letter from Sir Robert, but there was no intimation of 
the illness of the honored President of the Sunday- 
school forces of the world, and the announcement of 
his death came as a great shock to a host of friends 
and associates in America. As Chairman of the Ex- 
ecutive Committee, Mr. Heinz sent the following 
message: ‘*We mourn with the family and with our 
English brethren President Laidlaw’s death.’’ This 
was signed by Dr. Bailey and Mr. Warren, Past Presi- 
dents of the World’s Association ; Mr. Hartshorn, first 
Vice President; Mr. Brown, Joint General Secretary, 
Mr. Lawrance, Secretary of the International Sunday 
School Association, and Mr. Heinz. 

Born January 15, 1856, in Bonchester, Roxburgh- 
shire, and educated in the parish schools, Sir Robert 
in his early twenties went to India and became.a clerk 
in a mercantile establishment in Calcutta. His rise 
from clerk in a store to a position of commanding influ- 
ence in national affairs; as well as in business, social 
and religious circles, reads like a romance. 

He established a partnership with another clerk, 
named Whiteaway, and the firm, which was later in- 
creased by the atidition of Mr. Mason, became one of 
the best known in India, and Sir Robert was frequently 
referred to as the ‘‘ John Wanamaker of India."’ 

» There is an interesting incident connected with the 
early days of ‘the new firm. Many establishments of 
a similar character in India‘had ‘failed: because of the 
abuse of' the credit’ system, and it was ‘decided by Laid- 
law & Whiteaway to conduct théir business as-a cash 
store. Even the wife of the viceroy of India was re- 


fused credit. The new enterprise was a success, and 
at his death Sir Robert owned eighteen stores in India, 
one in Hong Kong, and one in Shanghai. He was 
also chairman of the Dusun Durian Rubber Estate, 
Limited. He was a member of Parliament, repre- 
senting the eastern division ot Renfrewshire, 1906-1910, 
and was a Liberal in politics. He traveled in many 
parts of the world, and because of his intimate knowl- 
edge of the opium question was British Commissioner 
to the International Opium Commission in Shanghai, 
China, in 1909. Because of his distinguished service 
as a member of this commission he was knighted in 
1909 by King Edward. This was one of the last pub- 
lic acts of the King. 

‘In his early days, recognizing his lack of. educa- 
tional opportunities, he sought to improve his knowl- 
edge by taking up the courses of the Chautauqua 
Literary and Scientific Circle, and frequently during 
his later years paid glowing tribute to the: value of 
instructions he received from these courses. 

From young-manhood he was greatly interested in 
religious work, and for many years was a prominent 
layman of the Methodist Episcopal Church in Cal- 
cutta. When a young man he was led into a deeper 
spiritual life under the ministry of Bishop J. M. Tho- 
burn of India. Bishop Thoburn’s son, the Rev. J. 
M. Thoburn, Jr., D.D., now of Pittsburgh, was for 
several years his pastor, and a warm personal friend. 

Dr. Thoburn testifies that Sir Robert Laidlaw was 
in all respects a model man, devoted as a Christian, 
intelligent and active in all present-day affairs, and 
that his liberality to the cause of Christianity increased 
as his wealth grew. He made‘the largest gifts to the 
religious and philanthropic work ever made by any 
one individual in India, the nearest approach to his 
generosity being one of the viceroys during a famine. 

Sir Robert represented. the Bengal conference in the 
General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
as a lay delegate at New York in 1888, and at Los 
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Angeles in 1908. He made many friends during his 
visits to this country. 

In addition to his official relations in the church, 
he was at one time Sunday-school superintendent. 
On his removal to London, he became greatly inter- 
ested in the work of the Sunday School Union. Sev- 
eral years ago he became a member of Dr. G, Camp- 
bell Morgan's church in London, and he maintained a 
close friendship with the distinguished London divine. 

Having served as one of the Joint General Treas- 
urers, and as honorary Vice-President of the World's 
Sunday School Association, it was considered to be a 
happy choice, when, following the custom of alter- 
nating the presidency between the East and the West, 
it ‘became the privilege of the British brethren and 
their associates at Zurich, in 1913, to select one of their 
number as the candidate for President for the com- 
ing triennium, and they named Sir Robert Laidlaw. 
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Their selection was unanimously and enthusiasti- 
cally approved by the Convention, and those present 
at Zurich when he accepted the honor will not soon 
forget the impression made by his speech of accept- 
ance, during which he said, ‘‘I find it very difficult 
to express my thoughts. I felt highly honored when 
my fellow-countrymen saw fit to send me to the 
‘mother of parliaments,’ but I think I can say sin- 
cerely that I count it a far greater honor to be selected 


‘ by you, the leaders of this great Sunday-school enter- 


prise, to occupy this position as your President. Of 
all missionary work I believe that of the Sunday-school 
is the most effective."’ 
* Thus pass away the men of might 
Whose noiseless footprints stamped the age, 
Their thoughts that filled the world with light 
Still glow and live on memory’s page.’’ 
PiTTsBuRGH, Pa. 





{ win the War Give Palestine to the Jews? 


Concluding a notable study of the “Land without a 
people’ and the “ People without a land” 


By David Baron 








Among the developments of Europe's terrible war none is more striking than the in- 


cieasing interest in the Jews and their Land. 


What was perhaps the greatest con- 


ference in behalf of Israel ever held in America, recently convened in Chicago under 


the auspices of the Chicago Hebrew Mission. 


An article in next week's issue of The 


Sunday School Times will tell something of the tremendous facts regarding the Jews 
that were brought out at the conference, and the call that these facts make to the 


Christian Church. 


Mr. Baron’s article, concluded in this issue, shows the absolute 


certainty of the return of the Jews to Palestine and discusses the possible effect the 
war may have in hastening that return. 


HE land of Palestine, even while under a curse, 
as it is to-day, retains many traces of its ancient 
beauty and fertility, and is capable of being 

made very productive. The writer of this article 
(who has had the privilege of visiting Palestine 
five times at different intervals within the past 
twenty-six years) can bear personal testimony to 
this fact. He has seen with his own eyes large dis- 
tricts which up to twenty years ago were, owing to the 
neglect of centuries and the blight of Turkish mis- 
rule, wilderness places and covered to a depth some- 
times several feet with the yellow sand of the desert, 
transformed by the labors of enthusiastic Jewish colo- 
nists into fruitful fields and vineyards and orchards. 

‘« It is always difficult to believe,’’ writes one with 

a thorough acquaintance of the subject from a long 
residence in the land, ‘‘ that a land which has had a 
great past can have any future at all. We will 
scarcely admit that it has any present. We rub our 
eyes when we read of a new Egypt and of a new 
Greece. We rub them harder still when we read of 
a new Palestine, or the possibility of it. Neverthe- 
less, this little land has its possibilities, and possi- 
bilities which are fully in harmony with its long tra- 
dition. 


Growing Ten Crops a Year! 


‘* The ancient Canaan may still have a great agri- 
cultural future. In Hauran, forty miles east of the 
Sea of Galilee (that Iturea of which Herod's brother 
Philip was a tetrarch), there are great wheat-lands 
which are called the granary of Damascus, Their 
produce is famed throughout the East. This part of 
Palestine, east of the deep depression known as the 
Jordan Valley, is really a great plateau,. well-watered 
and fertile throughout its length. . Wheat is culti- 
vated, too, in what was once known as Southern Gal- 
ilee, not far from the villages of Nazareth and Nain, 
and again farther. south between the Dead Sea and 
the coast,.- The: olive, which the Israelites found 
already in full bearing when they entered Canaan, is 
grown to-day perhaps as much as ever it was, though 
not nearly so much as it might be. There are still 
fine olive-groves at Bethlehem, as well as fields and 
pastures as in the days of Ruth and David. Vine- 
yards are even now re-blossoming on Mount Carmel 
and between the Lebanons, The exportation of or- 
anges from Jaffa, which was noted for its gardens as 
long ago as the days of Joshua, is an increasing in- 
dustry. Even in the stony heart of Judea there is 
rich vegetation around Bethany, and also in the val- 
ley of Hinnom, the biblical Gehenna, close to Jeru- 
salem ; while between the wilderness and Hebron, 
that oldest of Bible cities, ‘the fair red and green 
fields, broken by a few heathy mounds,’ says Pro- 
fessor George Adam Smith, ‘ might be a scene of up- 
land agriculture in our own country.’ 
‘*And there is the Jordan Vailey,—formed in pre- 





historic times by volcanic action, and as yet unculti- 
vated, but some day to be the most potent factor in 
the development of the country,—from the Dead Sea 
to the Sea of Galilee, that reservoir of beautiful fresh 


water twelve miles long by six broad, 200 feet at its 
greatest depth, and with a daily supply of 6,000,000 
It stands at the head of 200,000 
acres of deep, rich alluvial soil. Owing to the great heat 
in the Jordan Valley everything grows with surprising 


tons of water. 


rapidity and to an enormous size, Bananas, oranges, 


sugar-cane, cotton of perennial growth and long, fine 
fiber, together with all the fruits of a semi-tropical 
Wheat and 
That fodder-plant 
called lucerne produces under irrigation ten crops a 
According to experts the irrigation of this val- 
ley by canals leading along the foothills is quite feasi- 
ble, and would transform the region into a second 


climate, can be raised in abundance, 
barley can be grown plentifully. 


year. 
Eden.” 


2. It is a remarkable fact that through the many 
centuries of Israel’s banishment and wanderings 


among the nations, while the people has been with- 


out g land, and has never in God's providence been 


permitted to settle down for long anywhere in any of 
the lands of their dispersion, the land which God has 
sworn to give them for an everlasting possession has 
remained practically without a people, and this in 
spite of the fact that from earliest times it has been™ 
Since the new phase in the 
Dispersion brought about by the rejection of Christ 
many Gentile nations have sought to establish their 
It has been occupied in turn by 


the coveted prize of all. 


dominion over it. 
Romans, Persians, Saracens, Crusaders, Mamelukes, 


Tartars, and Turks ; but none of them have been 


permitted to possess it for long. 


The Turk has been permitted of God in more re- 
cent times to tread it down and io desolate it, but he 
Rather has he 
served in God's good providence as the custodian to 
prevent others from taking possession of it, and as 
the unconscious guardian of the land until the lawful 


cannot be said to have possessed it. 


possessors should return. If Palestine, Mesopotamia, 


etc., had all this time been in the possession of a 
strong and progressive power the land would have been 
opened up, developed, and fully occupied, and there 


would have been no room in it for the Jews to return. 
But as it is, in spite of the immigration into it within 


the last twenty-five years of about 120,000 Jews, the 
total population of the whole land does not exceed 
650,000, and large districts which are capable when 
properly cultivated of supporting many hundreds of 
thousands are utterly deserted, and are literally 


‘*without man and without beast.’’ 


Truly it is no mere poetic fancy to say that, if there 
is ‘ta people without a land,'’ Palestine has for 


many centuries been ‘‘a land without a people."’ 


3. It is noteworthy to what extent the attention of 


men is now being centered on Palestine, and what a 
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deepening consciousness there is on every hand that 
the destinies of this land are inseparably bound up 
with the peculiar people, and that the only effectual 
way of solving both the increasingly acute Jewish 
question and the question of the future possession of 
Palestine, is by the return of the people without a 
land to the land which is practically without a people. 

In an able article on the subject in a recent number 
of The Jewish Chronicle a writer truly says; ‘* In es- 
timating thew relative importance in the future of 
Palestine, it would be safe to say that the fact of the 
people being without a land is infinitely more to the 
point than the fact of the land being without a people. 
Jews to-day could form one of the finest and best ele- 
ments, one of the most potent forces in the regenera- 
tion of the near East. ... For some inscrutable 
reason that cannot be explained, unless on the score 
of faith and belief, Palestine has refused to yield its 
fruits to any but Jews. No colonization in Palestine 
has been successful in comparison with that which 
has been undertaken by our people. . . . Jewish faith 
and Jewish belief are bound up with the land of their 
fathers. They have been able to rescue desert wastes 
and transform them into smiling fields yielding pro- 
duce merely because, so it would seem, Palestine and 
Jew meet with the completeness of positive and nega- 
tive. They have proved the one fecundating pollen 
in the anther of Palestine. The experimental coloni- 
zation that has proceeded there has produced proof, 
as sure and certain as Holy Writ, of the capacity of 
Jew and Palestine soil to produce of the very best."’ 
And this conviction on the part of Jews is shared by 
millions of Christians, 

It is indeed wonderful, and one of the most signifi- 
cant signs of the times, that this question should 
actually have become one of practical politics, and 
that the secular press in Europe and unbelieving men 
who but a little while ago scoffed at the very idea of 
a restoration of the Jews to Palestine should now de- 
vote so much time and space to its discussion, 

Within the last few months a document signed by 
some of the highest military and civil authorities and 
leading politicians in Germany has been promulgated 
from Berlin offering Palestine to the Jews at the end 
of the war if they will espouse the cause of the central 
empires in this fearful struggle. 


What the Great Powers May Do 


Not to be outdone in the bid for the powerful Jew- 
ish assistance, Russian official, or ‘‘ semi-official’’ 
organs are seeking to impress the Jews that the only 
hope of their realizing their national aspirations in 
relation to Palestine is to throw all their influence on 
the side of the great northern power, where nearly a 
half of the whole nation is at present enduring sucha 
miserable existence. 

And now the following authentic report comes from 
Italy: ‘*A widespread movement, quite distinct 
from the Zionist organization, and known as /P¥o 
causa Hebraica, has been set on foot in Italy. Strong 
committees are already in existence in Milan, Flor- 
ence, and other towns, and committees are also rap- 
idiy being formed in other important cities. The 
object of the movement is to impress Christian public 
opinion in the civilized world with the immediate 
necessity of solving the Jewish problem existing in 
the countries of oppression by the establishment of a 
Jewish autonomous state in Palestine. The move- 
ment is not confined to Jews, for its adherents also 
comprise large numbers of influential Christians, in- 
cluding political leaders of all parties, many writers 
and professors. Cardinal Ferrari has promised to 
influence the Vatican in favor of the movement, 
which has likewise attracted the benevolent attention 
of the Italian government.”’ 

Which of the Gentile powers God may use to help 
the Jews to regain possession of Palestine while still 
in the condition of unbelief, and under what auspices, 
or ‘‘protection,’’ they may be established there in 
the first instance, and whether this will take place as 
soon as the great war is over, or whether a little while 
has in God’s foreknowledge yet to intervene, one can- 
not know ; but as sure and certain as the mouth of 
Jehovah hath spoken it, Israel shall yet again be 
planted upen their own land never more to be pulled 
up out of it. Then also, when the Spirit of grace 
and supplication is poured upon them, and their 
hearts are first broken with penitent sorrow and then 
filled with burning love and enthusiasm for their 
long-rejected, crucified Messiah, who shall yet reign 
‘*on Mount Zion and before his ancients gloriously,"’ 
Palestine will indeed become the center for the bless- 
ing of the whole earth, and, in a degree as never be- 
fore, ‘‘out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the 
word of the Lord from Jerusalem."' 

LONDON, ENGLAND. 
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Must We Accept a “New” Old Testament? 
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AY we not criticize the Bible ? many are asking. 
By all means; but at the same time let it 
criticize you. What! Is the Bible a critic? 
Certainly. It calls itself a critic in Hebrews 4 : 12, 
where my Greek Testament calls the Word of God 
‘‘a critic of the thoughts and intents of the heart."’ 
It is a pity that none of our translations have kept the 
real word, After all, God is judging us, and it is of 
the utmost importance that we should inquire as we 
read his Book what he thinks of us. 

Do you hesitate? Do you say, How shall I know 
that the Bible is true? Let us deal squarely with this 
question. 

Take your Bible into your hand. Have a good 
look at it. Turn over its pages from beginning to 
end, Imagine yourself coming to it for the first time. 
You will soon arrive at certain conclusions about its 
structure ; thus: 

1. It is not one book, but many, sixty-six in all. 

2. It is not the work of one author but of many. I 
dare not say how many, for reasons which will shortly 
appear. 

3. It was not produced in one age but in many. I 
could hazard a guess as to the date of the latest writer, 
but how can I venture to say who wrote the first page; 
on what material did he write? with what sort of 
pen? why did he do it? in what language and in 
what character did he write? This leads to another 
conclusion ; 

4. It was not originally written in English, but the 
Old Testament in Hebrew and the New in Greek. 
Our Bible—I have in my hand the Standard American 
edition—tells me on its title-page that it is ‘‘trans- 
lated out of the original tongues.”’ 

Once more: §. I soon discover that it is not a mere 
miscellaneous collection of old documents which have 
come down through the ages, no one knows how or 
why. There is a golden thread of truth and of hope 
running through it. The writers.speak with authority. 
They are not feeling after truth, but expressing it. 
Their message is ever fresh and forcible, full of every- 
day life, but sublime. 


What is Our Oldest New Testament? 

Now let us make sure of the New Testament, which 
is confessedly later than the Old, and which non- 
Christian Jews do not accept. When was it first 
printed? I am the fortunate possessor of one of the 
first published copies of the Greek Testament, printed 
at Basle in 1516, so that it will keep its four hundredth 
birthday next year. It came out under the editorship 
of Erasmus, the most learned man in Europe. Be- 
fore that date all New Testaments were manuscripts, 
that is, written by hand, The earliest known are the 
Alexandrian (British Museum), the Vatican (Rome), 
and the Sinaitic (Petrograd). Their age is not quite 
certain, but experts judging by their condition, the 
coloring of the ink, the character of the writing, etc., 
trace them back to about A. D. 350. 

But where are the earlier manuscripts from which 
these are copied? And where are the autographs of 
the original writers? It is just possible that some 
may be found, but it is not likely, because the Roman 
emperors ordered that every copy should be destroyed, 
as they were determined to stamp out Christianity, 
But if they had succeeded in destroying every copy, 
includirg the three just mentioned, it would have 
been possible to reproduce the whole New Testament; 
because the early Christians, many of whom laid down 
their lives for their Master, committed large portions 
of it to heart, quoted it in their books, commented on 
it, and discussed it ; and so it comes to pass that the 
whole of the precious heritage lay hidden away in 
these pages, and is stained by the blood of the 
martyrs, 

Although we have the barest outline of our Lord’s 
ministry, and not a thousandth part of his sayings 
and doings, yet we can form a vivid idea of his 
teaching and of his mission. He stood at the cross- 
roads. Christianity was about to diverge from Juda- 
ism. He was not the product of his time, but quite 
opposed to it, and the men of his time were not con- 
tent till they got him crucified. But there was one 
thing in which he and they agreed. They all held 
the same ‘‘ Scriptures,’ which we now call the Old 
Testament. The New Testament contains: no less 


For over a century and a quarter the term “‘ Higher 
Criticism” has been in vogue. It is two hundred 
and fifty years since the modern views of the Old 
Testament were first boldly proclaimed by the great 
rationalistic philosopher Spinoza. It has only been 
recently that these destructive views of the Bible 
have been scattered broadcast throughout the 
Church, stamped with the endorsement of Christian 
leaders. To-day thousands of Sunday-schools are 
using lesson helps that have in them this subtle 
poison. In a coming issue of The Sunday School 
Times, some facts about this situation will be pub- 
lished. Canon Girdlestone’s brief survey of a few 
of the critical claims shows that the ‘* old view ’’ of 
the Bible is based on a faith that needs to have no 
quarrel with *‘ reason.”” 








than six hundred quotations from the Old ; and it is 
to these Old Scriptures that we must now turn. 

This collection of books, manifestly held sacred 
and authoritative by all parties, had heen in existence 
for centuries before our Lord's time. They had been 
translated out of Hebrew into Greek some two hun- 
dred years earlier, and had been revered as the work 
of prophetic men earlier still. They are partly his- 
torical, partly poetical, and partly prophetical. The 
historical writings begin with the dawn of human ex- 
istence, and take us down to the call of Abraham, and 
Bondage, and Exodus, the Kingly period, the Cap- 
tivity, and the Return, —that is, the age of Nehemiah 
(some 480 B, C.). The writers only give a selection 
of events ; we have no annals ; though the annals or 
chronicles of the kings of Israel and Judah are fre- 
quently referred to. Probably those all perished 
during the numerous captivities to which Jerusalem 
and Samaria were subjected; Our ‘‘ Books of Chron- 
icles’’ are of a very different character, being a selec- 
tion of narratives concerning God’s dealings with 
Judah written after the great captivity. The poetical 
books are of various dates from the time of King 
David (1000 B. C.) onward; and the prophetical 
books were mainly written between the days of Heze- 
kiah (700 B. C.) and Nehemiah (440 B. C.). The three 
classes of books are really blended into one : prophecy 
is combined with history, and poetry with prophecy. 

The books stand alone both as to age and character. 
There are no contemporary writings, Jewish or non- 
Jewish, with which we can compare them, Their 
intent is manifest. They record the divine dealings 
with a special people ; they record that people's con- 
stant failures ; they record God’s long forbearance 
with them and the heavy national chastisements he 
brought on them ; and finally they promise that his 
purposes shall come to pass in spite of all human in- 
firmities and obstructions, In this way they prepare 
the way for One who should be the Redeemer not of 
Israel only, but of all nations. 


The Bibles that Nehemiah and Moses Used 

In books which cover such long periods we may be 
guided as to their relative ages by two tests. The 
first is the use which the later writers make of the 
earlier ; and the second is the marks of antiquity or 
comparative lateness which can be detected in the 
language of the books, 

Turn to the last verses of the last book of the Old 
Testament (Mal. 4 : 4-6): ‘‘ Remember ye the law of 
Moses my servant, which I commanded unto him in 
Horeb for all Israel, even statutes and judgments. 
Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the 
coming of the great and terrible day of the Lord.’’ 
Moses and Elias, the law and the prophets ; Elias to 
reappear either in person or by a representative who 
should turn the hearts of the fathers to the children 
(see Luke 1 :17).° Thus the prophet Malachi calls 
upon the people of his day to remember the past and 
prepare for the future, lest God should ‘‘come and 
smite the earth with a curse." There is a solemn 
reality about these words. 

Now turn to Malachi's contemporary, Nehemiah. 
He was not a prophet, but a high official in the court 
of Artaxerxes, the Persian king, and appointed gov- 
ernor over the returned Israel, working in harmony 


Honorary Canon of Christ 
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with Ezra the learned priest and scribe. Examine 
carefully the eighth and ninth chapters of his book. 
See for yourselves how the book of the law of Moses 
is brought out and read in public. Note the references 
to the law, to the ritual concerning the feast of taber- 
nacles (Lev. 23), and then to the days of Joshua ; 
then see how the Levites in their prayers trace the 
history of the divine dealings from the days of Abra- 
ham to Moses, giving extracts from Exodus and 
Deuteronomy, then to the books of Judges and Kings 
and to the Prophets. Search also in other chapters 
(for example, the first and the thirteenth) for refer- 
ences to the book of Deuteronomy. You will thus 
see for yourselves what sort of Bible Nehemiah pos- 
sessed. Of course, it did not look like ours; it was 
partly if not wholly in large rolls; but it must have 
been substantially the same as ours, for we find quo- 
tations in it from the older Scriptures which agree 
verbally in the Hebrew. 

This method of investigation may be applied to the 
other books till we find ourselves in the days of Moses. 
We ask, Had he any Bible? If so, it must have been a 
very little one, and could only have contained what we 
call Genesis. It is clear that he had this wonderful 
book, for it is presupposed all through his own writ- 
ings. Can we push back any farther? Had Abraham 
a Bible? Did he bring any tablets with him out of Ur 
of the Chaldees? In all human probability he did. 
The art of writing was already an old one; genealo- 
gies were religiously preserved; the record .of the 
Flood was well known, and the Babylonian creation 
story was a perverted one. There is no reason why 
Abraham should not have been the depository of 
true accounts of the beginning of all things. His 
record is taken as true all the,way through the Bible 
by historians and prophets and by the Lord Jesus 
himself. With that we are content. 


When King Sargon “‘ Jumped Out” . 

Then there are little signs to be attended to by 
those who know the Hebrew. What, for example, is 
the name of the first month at the time of the Exodus? 
It is 4dzb (see Exod. 13: 4). And what language is 
Abib? itis Egyptian. ‘Why is it never named after 
the Pentateuch? It was not needed, you will say ; 
true, but did another word ever take its place? Yes; 
in Nehemiah 2: 1 and Esther 3 : 7 another name has 
taken its place ; the Egyptian name is dropped, and 
an Oriental word (/Visaz) is used instead. Patient 
examination of the Hebrew Bible has shown me that 
the books are true to their age. 

It is curious, talking of words, to see how rashly 
critics jump to a conclusion that words could not be 
used by a writer of a certain date ‘‘ because they 
were not known.’’ Was every writer to bring his 
dictionary with him, or to state that if he had not 
used a certain word it could not have existed ? Sureiy 
this isan Irish bull of a dangerous character ! Strange 
musical words in Daniel were thought to prove the 
comparative modernness of the book ; but even Ger- 
man critics know better now ; so with regard to tech- 
nical words in Jeremiah which were supposed to be 
not yet born, but which are now known to be in the 
writings later discovered in Elephantine. The truth 
is that it is hard to tell the date of a word ; and pro- 
vincialisms which used to be thought marks of late- 
ness are much ‘more likely to be marks of earliness. 

The farther down we get in biblical history, the 
more we find ourselves in touch with the surrounding 
nations. How casual, for example, is the reference 
to Sargon in Isaiah 20. Until half a century ago no 
one had heard of him, and his name was supposed to 
have been a creature of Jewish imagination. Then, 
while Layard was poking about among the ruins of 
Khorsabad, ‘‘out jumped King Sargon.’’ Others 
have ‘‘ jumped out’’ of oblivion since, such as Bel- 
shazzar. Meanwhile discovery and patient study 
have introduced us to nearly, if not quite, all'the for- 
eign kings mentioned in our books, whether hailing 
from Egypt, Syria, Assyria, Babylon, or Medo-Persia; 
and they lived in or about the time implied in the 
Bible. Shishak, So, Zerah, Tirhakah, Necho, Ho- 
phra have come to light; so have Jabin, king of 
Hazor, Tiglath-pileser, Shalmaneser, Sennacherib, 
Esarhaddon, Merodach Baladan, and the rest. 

The records of these ancient empires are being dug 
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LESSON: FOR DEC. 26 (Hos. 14) 


out of the dust of ages. And the great men whodived 
as far back as the age of Abraham and are named in 
Genesis 14 are no longer phantom kings. Theie decu- 
ments are, indeed, very different from the Hebrew 
records ; they have been described as ‘‘ boastful bul- 
letins,’’ while the biblical writers honestly record’the 
sufferings of God’s people and the forgetfulness and 
unbelief which brought them about. 

Sir Charles Warren issued an address some years 
ago called ‘The Holy Land, How a Knowledge of 
it Helps to Confirm Our Faith,"’ in which he says 
that ‘‘ out of the 600 cities mentioned in Joshua the 
sites of no less than 400 have been recovered, agree- 
able to the positions mentioned in the Bible."’ 

Take the records of early Christians and ask, ‘‘ Why 
did you come out from bigoted Judaism or vigorous 
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Gentilism, and bélieve in the crucified Nazarene as 
Saviour?’ In answer, you are led back to-the Gos- 
pels, and you begin to draw water from the wells of 
salvation as you contemplate the words and deeds of 
Jesus. Then, when established in the faith of Christ, 
you go-back, taking Him as your guide, to the Scrip- 
tures which he claimed as from God ; and you decide 
to hold the Old Testament decause he held it and as 
he held it. Study it, but be slow to suspect it. In 
recognition of Oriental ways of putting things, and 
the mistakes of copyists, take it with reverence to be 
true, and written for our learning by holy men of God 
who were well acquainted with the facts which they 
narrated, and who were commissioned to write by the 
Holy Spirit, God himself. 
Oxrorp, ENGLAND. 





Digging Up Bibles in Syracuse 


When these trail-hitters were watched by 
their wives and fellow-workers 


By the Rev. Albert C. Fulton 








Twenty-five hundred students from Syracuse University heard Billy Sunday | reach, 
or rather hurl at them, his startling sermon on the Second Coming of Christ. Mr. 
Sunday and other evangelists have been charged with proclaiming Christ’s coming 
and the impending judgment in order to work on the emotions and fears of ignorant 
people. The Syracuse professors who sat on the platform had an opportunity of 
observing the sermon’s effect upon twentieth century university students. 


" AY wife, have we got a Bible in the house?’’ 
asked a laboring man as he returned from the 
tabernacle Sunday afternoon. 

‘«Why, yes, I think we have,’’ she replied. 

«« Well, get it out and let's keep it here on the table."’ 

The Bible was found, carefully dusted, and placed 
on the center table. 

‘«I am going to read the Bible every day,"’ he said. 
‘«We have been passing it up long enough and it’s 
time we tried to find what's in it.’’ 

This incident is indicative of what Billy Sunday is 
doing throughout the city. A lawyer, ninety years of 
age, once as hostile in his attitude toward Christianity 
as he was prominent in the legal profession, came into 
a book store to buy a Bible, 

“Why Mr. , | haven't seen you for years,”’ 
was the, proprietor’s greeting. ‘* You want to look at 
Bibles, do you? Have you heard Billy Sunday ?"' 

**Yes,’’ he said, ‘I’ve heard Billy.Sunday and I 
think I will invest in a Bible,”’ 

The high school students are buying small copies of 
the Bible and the New Testament, suitable for carry- 
ing in the pocket, In the Public Library a new de- 
partment has been opened containing religious books 
and various publications suggested by and suggestive 
of the interest occasioned by the Sunday campaign. 

««I stand on the Bible!’’ he exclaims, and people 
everywhere are standing with him. The by-products 
of the campaign are its most important factors. What 
the casual observer beholds is a great turtle-back 
building, moving crowds, grand choruses, the impas- 
sioned appeal, and men and women making an open 
declaration for Christ. This is most commendable 
and it is indispensable to those other and less con- 
spicuous results which though not so obvious are the 
fundamental and basic elements of the Christian faith. 
The success of Mr. Sunday's work in Syracuse is not 
dependent upon a card-index with names, addresses, 
and church preferences of so many. thousands of peo- 
ple. If he did nothing more in our city than arouse 
the people to this new interest in Bible reading and 
Bible study, all the preparation for his coming would 
have been amply justified. How can the religious ter- 
vor of the tabernacle meetings be preserved to the 
community? Only as it permeates into individual 
lives and bears expression in home, shop, office, 
school, and store. ‘ 

A trail-hitter came from the glow of a Sunday even- 
ing service and the high resolves of his new profession, 
to the commonplace of Monday morning with its old 
routine. ‘‘I struck my thumb a hard crack with the 
hammer,"’ he said. ‘I got down from the ladder, 
held my hand until the pain lessened, and never said 
a word, If that had happened last week I would have 
made the air blue !’’ 

‘«My shipping clerk hit the trail last week."’ said a 
wholesale grocer. ‘‘He'’s a good man apparently, all 
but his profanity. He told me yesterday that he has 
not uttered an oath since he went up and took Mr. 
Sunday by the hand in token of his determination to 
cut the swearing.’’ The other men in the department 
have testified to this. 

‘‘For the first time in many months my husband 





brought home a full pay-envelope Saturday night,’’ 
said a young wife and mother. ‘*‘ Did he hit the trail ?"’ 
was asked. ‘‘No, he has not, but he has heard Mr. 
Sunday several times and it certainly has made a differ- 
ence in our home.”’ 

For one man who actually goes forward to take Mr. 
Sunday's hand there are probably four who leave the 
tabernacle with new resolutions as sincere and purposes 
as truly Christian as those evinced by the brother 
whose courage carries him to an open and frank con- 
fession of Christ. 

Miss Gamlin, of the Sunday party, was holding a 
meeting for children in one of the churches. That 
the message was pertinent to the occasion and to the 
minds of the children is witnessed by the fact that a 





A_Song from a “ Shut-in ” 


In his eightieth year, Mr. Whildin Foster sends this mes- 
sage out of a peculiarly severe experience of physical pai 
and loss. Mr. Foster is a former loved member of The 
Sunday School Times office force; his verses, together with 
a characteristically cheery letter, were read at one of the 
weekly office prayer-meetings, and are now passed on to 
Bimes readers. Mr. Foster, as far as his strength will per- 
mit, will gladly correspond at his own expense with any who 
may care for f;, letters and prayers. A copy of this “ song” 
he will also be glad to furnish. Address Whildin Foster, 
64 Highland Avenue, Highland Park, Michigan. 


HUT IN? Ah, yes. What then? 
I fellowship with tested men, 
And closer with my God, 
And if, by long or shorter road 
I pass this way adown “the Valley,” 
*Tis easier here to lean upon His staff and rod. 


Shut in? E’en so, but still I’'d rather 

Here live in peace and quiet with my “ Father ” 
Than in the world with all its busy life 

In which has passed so many years of strife 

Which yielded little else “ but leaves,” 

Because, away from Him I could not garner sheaves. 





Shut in? Well, if my race be nearly run, 

I hold this blessed hope—that through the Son 
And by his grace—I may, by faithful prayer 
And godly life, touch some who meet me here, 
And so—though late—before I reach the river, 
May lead one soul, at least, back to its Giver. 


Shut in! Thank God: For here the Holy Ghost 
Bides with me, both as guest and host, 

And though I sometimes miss His face, 

He holds me by my hand, and by his grace 

He leads me onward, upward, heavenward, 

And tells me I’m shut in forever with the Lord. 


A Scripture passage is suggested for reading with each stanza: 


Stanza I, read Psalm 23 

Stanza Il, read Psalm 84 : 10-12 
Stanza Ill, read John 15 : 1-16 
Stanza IV, read Psalm 73 : 23-27 
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lad who had stolen a small silver watch returned the 
property to its rightful owner at the close of the 
meeting. 

Already the first report has been mide ot a merchant 
receiving payment of an outlawed account with the 
brief explanation, ‘* Billy Sunday."’ 

Mr. Sunday's brand of ethics is easily understood. 
He has a vocabulary of choice Anglo-Saxon and ex- 
pressive American slang quite sufficient for a compre- 
hensive definition of the gross and flagrant sins, Sun- 
day afternoon and evening the same address, ‘* The 
Devil's Boomerang Up to Date, or Hot Cakes off the 
Griddle,’’ was given before two vast audiences, At 
the two services 19,000 men were in attendance. 
Before them all Billy Sunday was irresistible and in- 
controvertible. It has made a profound impression 
upon the manhood of Syracuse, and has gained for 
him and his cause countless new friends. 

Tuesday evening 2,500 students from Syracuse 
University, headed by the faculty, marched down 
from the campus, Into the tabernacle they swung, 
college by college, Liberal Arts, Fine Arts, Teachers’ 
College, Agricultural and Forestry and Medical, each 
with its flaring banner, like the crusader of old, and 
with more joyous enthusiasm than could have been 
aroused by Peter the Hermit. The cheer-leader 
mounted the platform. ‘* Now, fellows, let's give a 
cannon-ball with Billy Sunday on it.’’ It was a 
mighty cheer. The next thirty minutes tested the 
tabernacle construction, but never a rafter was split. 

The hush of church decorum settled down and Mr, 
Sunday began the sermon. His previous ‘‘rest’’ 
day had been spent in Toronto, where at two mam- 
moth meetings he had battled for a ‘‘ dry’’ Canada. 
Weakened in voice, but with unimpaired intensity, 
he gave his appeal to the students in his well-known 
sermon, ‘‘ The Second Coming of Christ."’ He pic- 
tured the scene when before the judgment-bar he was 
called to give an account. 

‘* Bill, did you preach in Syracuse ?"’ 

‘« Yes, I did, Lord."’ 

‘¢Did you preach that there was a hell ?"’ 

‘*You bet I did, Lord. I held them over hell and 
let them smell the sulphur."’ 

‘Did you preach salvation by Christ, or salvation 
by character ?"’ 

‘*Salvation only by Christ, Loru,*’ 

‘¢ Bill, take a stand over here to the right for a 
minute while I ask this next fellow some questions.’’ 
** Did you go to hear Bill preach in Syracuse ?’’ 

‘* Yes, sir, I was there."’ 

‘¢ Did he preach that there was a hell.?"’ 

‘¢ 1] should say he did,”’ 

‘¢ Did he preach salvation by Christ."’ 

‘« Yes, sir, he did.’’ 

‘‘And yet you rejected his proposition ! 
over here to the left. 
down in just a minute.’’ 

One hundred and seventy-five years ago Jonathan 
Edwards preached his famous sermon, ‘‘ Sinners in 
the Hands of an Angry God,’’ and in the cycle of 
events the supposedly obsolete theology of New Eng- 
land's stern disciplinarian was being presented to a 
university of the twentieth century. The appeal 
which drew more than three hundred students to take 
their stand for Christ there in the tabernacle was not 
on the basis of God’s anger, however, but rather of 
his love, and the ringing challenge to a better life 
which Billy Sunday hurled into their ranks. It was 
an inspiring sight to see the young men and women 
as they came down the sawdust aisles, The faculty, 
as manyas could find room on the platform, took this 
point of vantage that they might give their full en- 
couragement to the impulses that were then at work 
upon their students. In every face was independence 
and resolution. It was all very serious, and with no 
thought of on-looking thousands. 

Out of such scenes was born the Student Volunteer 
Band, and amidst such scenes have men made pledges 
that were substantiated in long after years of service 
in Africa and India and China, 

Upon the twenty-first day of the campaign the 
tabernacle record reports a total attendance of 448,000; 
converts, 7,554; collections, $18,810.64. 

Mr. Sunday said yesterday: ‘‘I am singularly sus- 
ceptible to my home surroundings, and when you 
folks placed that fine Hiscock home at my disposal, 
you extended to me a courtesy that I have appreciated 
more and more as the weeks have gone by. It is 
seldom that I am as thoroughly at home and con- 
tented as I am right here.’’ 

If-the old Hiscock mansion should be fire-swept, 
there are ten thousand other Syracuse homes where 
Billy Sunday could come and stay as long as he 
pleased. 

Syracuse, N. Y. 


Stand 
Your elevator will be going 
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LESSON 13. DECEMBER 26. FOURTH QUARTERLY REVIEW 


Golden Text: Jehovah is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abundant in lovingkindness.—Psalm 103 : 8 





The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


RECENT newspaper dispatch contains a thrill- 
A ing account of an anxious moment experienced 
by one of the generals in the course of the fight- 
ing on the Western front. As the general was 
directing his troops just behind the firing-line two 
hostile airships were seen hovering over the lines. 
Anti-aircraft guns were brought to bear, but they 
sailed along unhit, swooping down here and there, 
evidently looking for some point to drop bombs. 
Members of the general's staff were standing in an 
open pit when one of the airships flew overhead and 
clreled round. 

‘*I wonder what that fellow wants ?” remarked one 
of the staff to his chief. 

‘*He wants me,” answered the general grimly. 

A moment later a bomb dropped a hundred yards 
to the rear, demolishing a small house that contained 
the plans and baggage of the staff. ‘The whole staff 
galloped forward, but the machine followed them, and 
was soon joined by its companion aircraft; together 
they swooped down within five hundred yards of the 
ground, and began to pelt the galloping staff with 
bombs. This continued until,a number of hostile 
flying machines came uf to drive off the attacking 
aircraft. As these hastened to the scene the attack- 
ing machines rose and tried to make off. One of 
them was brought down, and on the body of the dead 
pilot were found minute instructions for the attack 
on the enemy's headquarters, and details showing 
that the staff's movements had been known to the 
enemy for some time. 

This is a startling illustration of how modern war- 
fare is conducted, and how the leaders on each side 
are singled out for the special attacks of the enemy. 
It offers a striking suggestion of one phase of the 
spiritual warfare. ‘Those who are commissioned as 
leaders in God’s campaign on this earth against the 
powers of evil are sure to be singled out as objects for 
special attack by the Great Adversary. Adam and 

ve, Abraham and the Patriarchs, God’s Chosen 
People Israel, the Church of Jesus Christ,—all these 
have been made the objects of Satan's concentrated 
and devilishly ingenious attacks, far more than those 
who are not,seeking specially to serve God. ‘he 
year’s lessons just closing show us the awful attacks 
made by Satan upon the nation which God wanted— 
and still wants—to lead all the nations of the earth 
into righteousness and eternal life. 


Our Background Material 

Give the class a second glimpse (following that 
suggested here last week) of the place of Israel in 
God's plan for this world, past, present, and future, 
by using the material in the article on page 753 in 
this issue, by perhaps the best informed Christian 
Jew in the world, David Baron of London. 

If this was not done last week in your class, it can 
be done this week either on the basis of the second 
half of Mr. Baron's article or by giving the class the 
leading points in the entire article. 

Many have been troubled by the question as to why 
there are such low moral standards in the Old Testa- 
ment, As we leave the Old Testament lessons it 
would be well to clear up any doubts that may be ia 
the mind of teacher or pupils on this vital question. 
The leading editorial in this issue, ‘‘ Does the Old 
Testament Encourage Bad Morals ?”’ discusses the 
problem, and may touch upon just the difficulties the 
members of your class or other friends have met. 


The Review Itself 


We are going to look, to-day, at the true story of 
God’s Chosen People from the time of Joshua’s death, 
after God had brought them triumphantly into the 
Land of Promise, until the time of their pitiable de- 
feat and captivity, led out of that land into bondage 
in Assyria. This is the ground over which the year’s 
lessons have carried us, from the beginning of the 
book of Judges through Ruth, 1 Samuel, 2 Samuel, 
1 Kings, and well on toward the end of 2 Kings. See 
if the class knows how many years of history this 
covered, (It was about 820 years.) 

Give different members of the class the following 
references on slips of paper, to be read aloud: Deut- 
eronomy 7: 1, 2, 16; Judges r (as many of the verses 
from 27 to 35 as you think best); Judges 2: 1-3; Psalm 
106 : 34-36. 

As these passages are read aloud, the class will see 
how unmistakable God's orders were to Israel, and 
how pitiably she failed to obey his orders, from the 
very beginning of her occupation of the land of Ca- 
naan. ‘The sub-heads in the first chapter of Judges 
in the Scofield Reference Bible read *‘ The incom- 
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Lesson Calendar for the Fourth Quarter 


Golden Text for the Quarter: Jehovah is merciful and pratense 
slow to anger, and ab : in io? gkind —Psa. 103: 8. , 
1, October 3.—Elijah in Naboth’s Vineyard. ..... . 1 Kings 21 
° Golden ‘Text: Num, 32 : 23. 
2. October 10.—Elijah Taken Up into Heaven . 
Golden Text: Psa. 16: 11. 
3- October 17.—Elisha Heals Naaman the Syrian... . . 2 Kings 5 
Golden ‘Text : Exod. 15 : 26. 
4. October 24.—Elisha’s Heavenly Defenders . 
Golden Text : Psa. 34: 7. 
5. October 31.—The Boy Joash Crowned King . . 
Golden Text : Prov. 14: 11. 
. November 7.---Joash Repairs the Temple . 2 Kings 11 : 21 to 12 : 16 
Golden Text: 2 Cor. 9: 7. 
7. November 14.—Daniel in the King’s Court (World’s 
pe err eee 
Golden Text: 1 Cor. 16 : 13. 
. November 21.—Jonah a Missionary to Nineveh 
(Foreign Missionary Lesson)... . . J 
Golden Text : Matt. 28 : 19, 20. 
November 28.—Amos, the Fearless Prophet (Home 
it . Reee ai Amos 5 : 1-15 
Golden Text: Jer. 23 : 28. 





. 2 Kings 2: 1-124 


. . . 2 Kings 6 : 8-23 


2 Kings 11 : 1-20 


onah 3:1 to4:1 


© 


10. December 5.—Uzziah’s Pride and Punishment. . . . 2 Chron. 26 
Golden Text: Prov. 29 : 23. 
11. December 12.--Jehovah Yearns over Backsliding 
Ge oF A ER orm nee a Hos. 11 : 1-11 


Golden Text: Hos. 11 : 4. 
12. December 19.—The Fall and Captivity of Israel . 2 Kings 17: 1-18 
Golden Text: Prov. 29 : 1. 
Or, Christmas Lesson: The Song of the Angels . Luke 2 : 1-20 
Golden Text : Luke 2: 10. 
13. December 26.—Review : Jehovah’s Gracious Promises to 
Israel Read Hos. 14 


Golden Text: Psa. 103 : 8. 








lete victory of pa ‘The incomplete victory of 
Benjamin,” ‘The incomplete victory of Manasseh.” 
Now ‘incomplete victory” over a deadly enemy 
really means defeat,—and continued defeat until the 
victory is made complete. 

Our year’s studies in the history of Israel isa year’s 
studies in the defeat of Israel. 

While the history, in one sense, moves steadily 
down-hill, on the other hand it records ups as well as 
downs, and some of these ‘‘ ups” were blessed ones. 

Let the class bring out the facts as to this, and give 
their personal impressions as to the best characters, 
whether judges, kings, or prophets, in the year’s les- 
sons, 

A wealth of historical material is given by Dr. Grif- 
fith ‘'homas in his lesson article, making it easy to 
bring the material of the year’s lessons before the 
class ina systematic way. 

An admirable plan for a word-picture review that 
can be used in a class of almost any age is described 
by Mrs. Bryner in her article for the Primary Teacher. 
Get the class to guess the name of every character 
whose picture is thus verbally drawn. 

Other effective review plans are suggested by Mrs. 
Baldwin (1-2); and a novel tug-of-war review, which 
any class is likely to enjoy and profit by, is described 
by Mr. Rogers (1-2). 

We sometimes hear it said that Israel was never 
broken of her besetting and habitual sin of idolatry 
until she was taken into captivity; that thereafter, 
no matter what her other sins were, she never again 
fell back into her old idolatry. 

Is this true? Certainly she served idols during 
much or most of the period of which we are studying 
(Psa. 106 : 34-36). Did she keep herself from idols 
after she went into captivity ? 

What are idols ? hat is idolatry? What is idol- 
worship? Get the class to discuss this. 

Over toward the end of the New Testament there 
is a marvelous letter, 1 John. One of the reasons 
why God himself wrote us this letter through John 
is to tell us the Good News that those who have re- 
ceived Jesus Christ as God, Saviour, and Life may 
live without sinning. ‘* These things write J unto 
you that ye may not sin” (1 John 2:1). (Professor 
Griffith Thomas’ leaflet ‘‘ Must Christians Sin” is a 
clear and helpful discussion of the truth of the Vic- 
torious Life as revealed in 1 John; it may be had 
from The Bible Institute Colportage Association, 826 
North LaSalle Street, Chicago, at 6 cents a dozen 
copies, 40 cents a hundred.) And at the:end of that 
New Testament letter the very last word is this: 
‘*My little children, guard yourselves from idols.” 
Now what does John mean when talking about zdo/s 
to Christian believers, who wouldn't think of bowing 
down before stone or wood images? 

Because an idol, after all, seems to be anything 


that comes between us.and God. God wants to have 


our supreme love and our supreme interest, for he 
knows that only so can he give us eternal life and all 
the blessings that he would lavish upon us now and 
hereafter. But if something else is more pleasing 
to us than God and God's will, tliat something is an 
idol. Thus we are told that the covetous man is an 


idolater (Eph. 5: 5; Col. 3:5). And ‘stubbornness 
is as idolatry " (1 Sam. 15 : 23). 

The Jews largely gave up émage-worship in cap- 
tivity; and they are perhaps as free from it to-day as 
are Protestant Christians. But image-worship is 
only one form of idolatry. Idol-worship is putting 
anything ahead of God 

ew many idolaters are there in your city ? 

How many idolaters are there in your church ? 

How many idolaters are there in your class ? 

Israel's idolatry was not cured by the captivity. It 
will not be cured until our Lord returns and is recog- 
nized and received by Israel as her Messiah and 
Saviour and King. 


The Truth That Is Golden 

We can be completely delivered from the sin of 
idolatry. The Jews can be, and are going to be, 
completely delivered from the sin of idolatry that 
wrecked them throughout their Old Testament his- 
tory and that is still wrecking them to-day. When 
Christ is allowed, by our surrender and faith, to enter 
into our life in his fulness, then at once ‘‘ the body of 
sin” is ‘done away” (‘‘ rendered inoperative "’), that 
so we may ‘‘no — be in bondage to sin” (Rom. 
6: 6). hen we wholly accept His grace and cease 
from trying to have any part in our deliverance by 
our works, sin cannot have dominion over us (Rom. 
6:14). When the Jews receive Christ as their Mes- 
siah, as they will upon his return, they shall be for- 
ever delivered from their pitiable Old Testament and 
New Testament idolatry and bondage to sin, ‘‘and 
so all Israel shall be saved” (Rom. 11 :. 26), 


Teaching Points 

I Corinthians 13 describes the kind of love that God has 
and is as he held on to idolatrous, backsliding, and apos- 
tate Israel, and still holds on to her, and to us. 


Hosea 14, the review Scripture passage, includes the 
verse (4) which was the Golden Text of the first lesson of 
the year: God’s love beginning and ending the record of 
his chosen ones, as it will yet triumphantly end that earthly 
record, <a 

God’s grace, which is Israel’s and our. hope and assur- 
ance, is illustrated in the Round-Table (1, 3, 4) and by 
Dr. Griffith Thomas (V, 1). 

Why we may well believe the promise of the restoration 
of Israel (Round-Table, 2). 


Satan’s attacks On the ‘staff headquarters’’ of God’s 
campaign on this earth, the Jews, though tragically suc- 
cessful so many times, are doomed finally to utter defeat, 

Yet this year’s lessons, as the whole Bible message, show 
that even God’s unfailing love will net and cannot save 
those who of their own free will permanently choose to 
reject him. 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 


[For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The suggestions 
and questions are for the members’ own preparation. ] 


The Ascending Lord (Acts 1: 1-14). 


If you were asked to name the most interestin 
book of all the sixty-six in the Bible, which woul 
you name? Acts makes a strong bid for this great 
claim. Between now and next Sunday see what rea- 
sous you can bring into class to justify the claim: 
We are going to spend thirty-four of next year's les- 
sons in the study of the book of Acts. ‘To master the 
book means to get a vision of such possibilities in our 
everyday life, when it is hid with Christ in God, as 
few Christians and none of ‘‘ the world” ever have. 

And we can master it. Let us read it through at 
least once before next Sunday,—teacher and pupils; 
read it rapidly, without stopping to try to answer the 
questions that will occur, but simply to get a general 
impression or bird's-eye view of the wonderful story 
as a whole. 

In next week’s Sunday School Times Dr. James M, 
Gray of The Moody Bible Institute, who has helped 
to give thousands a new blessing through their mas- 
tery of books of the Bible as wholes, will show just 
how you may master the book of Acts for yourself. 
But read the book through before you read Dr. Gray's 
article; then you will get much more out of it. 

See what you think of the suggestion that Acts has two 
chief parts or sections: Peter and the Jews ; and Paul and 
the Gentiles. Where does the book of Acts divide for these 
two sections ? 

What city is the center of the first section, and what city 
the center of the second? 

What two books of the Bible did Luke write? 

An especially good list of questions for home preparation 
in starting next week’s study is given by Mr. Rogers (3-4). 

The list of lessons for the first quarter of 1916 will be 
found on the first page of this issue of the Times. 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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Mastering the 





By the Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 


Whole Lesson 





S WE are about to leave the Old Testament for 
the New, it will be particularly useful to try to 
look over the lessons of the year as well as 

those of the last quarter. The following:notes are 
therefore intended to combine an effort to touch 
briefly upon the last year as well as the last quarter. 


I. A Review by Periods 

The lessons of the year extend from Judges to the 
Captivity of Israel, and offer a good opportunity of 
getting clearly into our minds the main divisions of 
the entire period. 

1. The Theocracy.—For a long: time the people of 
Israel were governed directly by God through men 
like Moses and Joshua, and the period of the The- 
ocracy closed with Samuel. ‘The enemies were con- 
quered by Joshua, the land was divided, a center of 
religious worship was established at Shiloh, and the 
people were tested in various ways during the time 
of the Judges. But notwithstanding the gradual 
revelation of God through this period, and the em- 
phasis laid on the importance of national unity, the 
tribes were more or less independent of one another 
and fell away from God by disobedience. The end 
of it all was failure, and a new step was seen to be 
necessary. This was brought about by Samuel. 

2. The Monarchy.—After the temporary effort 
under Saul, which was not God’s primary purpose for 
Israel, David became the original founder of the new 
order. Jerusalem became both the secular and (in 
the temple) the religious center. But soon trouble 
arose, and the kingdom was divided under David's 
grandson, the two parts henceforth going forward 
along separate and, on the whole, independent lines. 

From time to time, — were raised sy by 
God as safeguards of morality and witnesses to him- 
self, but their work almost entirely failed, and the 
result was soon seen in the apostasy which led to the 
captivity of the Northern Kingdom, to be followed 
in due course with the captivity of the Southern. 
During the whole of this time there was a constant 
and ever-increasing revelation of the true character 
of God,.df the far and serious consequences of ‘sin, 
and of the certainty and awfulness of Divine'judg- 
ment. Once again the end was utter failure. 

3. Spirituality.—Side by side with these external 
efforts to keep the people true there were movements 

oing on within the life in the form of the worship, 
frst of the tabernacle, then of the temple, and also 
by means of some of the devotional books, like the 
Psalms, and booksof Wisdom, like Proverbs. Then, 
too, by means of the prophets the spirit of expecta- 
tion and anticipation was raised and continually 
deepened in regard to the coming Messiah, and as 
the kingdom proved itself more and more a failure 
the hearts of earnest people looked forward to a very 
different king and kingdom wherein the purposes of 
God might be realized. Thus a work went on in an 
endeavor to emphasize the need of spiritual reality 
amidst surrounding idolatry and unfaithfulness. 
The prophets recalled to the people a glorious past 
and fired their hopes with a still more glorious future, 
while, based upon these two reasons, they appealed 
to the people to be true to God in worship, life, and 
service. 

Along these three lines, external and internal, the 
whole period of the year’s lessons can be reviewed 
and sunmarized. 


Il. A Review by Books 

During the year the historical books included in the 
lessons have reached from Judges to 2 Kings, with 
occasional references to Psalms and Prophets. For 
the purpose of mastering the general outline of the 
history the following summaries of the books will be 
of some service. 

1. The Book of Judges. 

(1). Introduction. Chapter 1:1 to 3:6. 

(a). Why Israel’s internal enemies continued. Sin 
of omission (1: 1 to 2: 5). 

(6). Why Israel’s external enemies continued. Sin 
of commission (2:6 to 3: 6). 

(2). The main body of the work .(3: 7 to 16: 31). 

(a). Twelve persons as judges, reckoning Deborah 
and Barak as one, and omitting Abimelech as 
usurper. 

(6). Six judges narrated fully (Othniel, Ehud, 
Deborah and Barak, Gideon, Jephthah, Samson). 
Six mentioned briefly (Shamgar, Toia, Jair, Ibzan, 
Elon, Abdon). 

(3). First Appendix (17: 1 to 21: 25). 
illustrating the dark side of life. 

(a). Micah and Danites (chaps. 17 and 18). 

(6). Benjamites (chaps. 19-25). 

(4). Second Appendix. Book of Ruth. Story il- 
lustrating the bright side of life. 

(a). Resolution of faith (chaps. 1 and 2). 


Two stories 


(6). Risk of faith (chap. 3). 

(c). Reward of faith (chap. 4.) 
2. The Books of Samuel. 

(1). The history of Samuel (1 Sam. 1-7). 

(2). The history of Saul (1 Sam. 8-31), 

(3). The history of David (2 Sam. 1-24). 
3. The Books of Kings. 

(1) Reign of Solomon. 
I-11), 

(2) Kingdom divided, u 
Kings 12 to 2 Kings 17. : 

(a). 1 Kings 12: 1 to16: 28. To Ahab. Opposition 
of North and South. 

(6). 1 Kings 16: 
Judah. Alliance o 
riage. 

(c). 2 Kings 12to17. To fall of Northern King- 
dom. Less friendliness and even hostility between 
North and South. 

(N. B.—The lessons for the year close at this point). 

(3) Kingdom of Judah to Captivity (2 Kings 18-25). 

As the books of Psalms and several Prophets take 
separate and brief lessons they are not analyzed here. 


Ill: A Review by Biography 

All through the year individual lives have been 
particularly prominent and for this reason, as in pre- 
vious quarters, biography ought to be made a special 
point in the Review. 
. Lessons 1 and 2.—Elijah. 
Lessons 3 and 4.—Elisha. 
. Lessons § and 6,—Joash. 
Lesson 7.—Daniel. 
Lesson 8.—Jonah. Disobedient. 
Lesson 9. Amos. Faithful. 
Lesson 10.—Uzziah. Proud. 
Lesson 11.—Hosea. Pleading. 
. Lesson 12,—Hoshea. Disloyal. 


United Kingdom (1 Kings 


to Captivity of Israel (1 
hree periods : 


to 2 Kings 11:20. To Joash of 
North and South through mar- 


Fearless, 

Loyal. 
Earnest. 
Courageous. 


CEVoOyreyyn 


In all this we see a revelation of human life whether 
as ruled by God or opposed tohim. In every case dis- 
obedience brings disaster and faithfulness blessing. 


IV. A Review by Sections 

This is an attempt to cover in the briefest way the 
lessons of the year, and it will need careful treat- 
ment lest the material being so full no definite im- 
pression is left. 

1. The period of the Judges (First Quarter, Lessons 
1 to 6). 
2. Tne life of Samuel (First Quarter, Lessons 7 
to 9). 

3. Career of Saul (First Quarter, Lesson 10, to 
Second Quarter, Lesson 1). 

4. The reign of David (Second Quarter, Lesson 2, 
to Third Quarter, Lesson 1). 

5. The time of Solomon (Third Quarter, Lessons 2 
to 5). 

6. The period of division (Third Quarter, Lessons 
6 and 7). ; 

7. The kings of Judah (Third Quarter, Lesson 8, 
and Fourth Quarter, Lessons 5, 6 and 10). 

8. The kings of Israel (Third Quarter, Lesson 10, 
to Fourth Quarter, Lesson 4, with Lessons 11 and 12). 

9. The Prophets Elijah and Elisha (Third Quarter, 
Lesson g, to Fourth Quarter, Lesson 4.) 

10. The Prophets of-the Northern Kingdom (Fourth 
Quarter, Lessons 8, 9 and 11). 

11, The Prophet Daniel (Fourth Quarter, Lesson 


7). 
, < The Captivity of Israel (Fourth Quarter, Lesson 
12). 


V. A Review by Lessons 
For those who wish to limit themselves to the 

Fourth Quarter’s lessons, it may be suggested to use 
them as illustrations of the Review Sunday Golden 
Text. In one way or another they all show aspects 
of the grace of God (1): 

Lesson 1.—Grace rebuking. 

Lesson 2.—Grace rewarding. 

Lesson 3.—Grace declaring. 

Lesson 4.—Grace defending. 

Lesson 5.—Grace guarding. 

Lesson 7.—Grace renouncing. 

Lesson 8.—Grace announcing. 

Lesson 9.—Grace denouncing. 

Lesson 10.—Grace penetrating. 

Lesson 11.—Grace pleading. 

Lesson 12.—Grace punishing. 


VI. Central Truths 


The review is very appropriately entitled wf a 
vah’s Gracious Promises to Israel,” and. both the 
Golden Text and the passage to be read constitute a 


revelation of God yery suitable for the end of the . 


year. 
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God.—The Golden Text tells 
God as the one *‘ with whom 


1. The Character o 
us of four aspects o 


owe have to do” (Heb. 4: 13). 


(a). The Divine mercy. His attitude to the non- 
deserving. 

(4.) His grace, 
deserving. 

(c)) His longsuffering. 
righteously with sin. 

(@). His loving kindness. Not only is he kind, but 
is abundant in the kindness which is loving. 

2. The Call of God.—Hosea 14 gives a beautiful 
picture of God’s attitude to Israel and therefore to us. 

(a). The appeal (vs. 1-3). 

(4). The assurance (vs. 4-7). 

(c). The answer (vs. 8, g). 


Wycuirre CoLiece, Toronto. 


His attitude to the (positively) un- 


He is slow in dealing 


The Busy Men’s Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


Lesson 1.—Elijah in Naboth’s Vineyard (1 Kings 21). 
One bad woman in a high place corrupts a whole cit 
and proves the superiority of the sex for bad as well 
as good. Suppose Elijah had been blessed with a 
wife to lift Azm with an ‘‘Arise”! A man's ‘‘enemy” 
is very apt to be really his best friend. God hunts 
us down for salvation. 


Lesson 2.— Taken Up Into Heaven (2 Kings 
2: 1-12a). We found out howto have lotsof Elishas 
by our side when we slip into the eighties. ‘The 
Schools of the Prophets the salvation of the nation. 
Christian Gentlemen, of which America, from Hudson 
Bay to the Gulf of Mexico, is packed full. Every- 

y can be filled with double, quadruple or any 
portion of the good man's spirit by being born again. 
Are we flashed into heaven in chariots of fire? Great 
lesson this. 


Lesson 3.—Elisha Heals Naaman the Syrian (2 Kings 
5). There are two ‘ buts” in every life. Read Emer- 
son’s great essay on ‘‘Compensation.” Wanted, a 
land full of little maids witnessing in high places. 
So Naamancame. All the world has tocome. The 
Book is from cover to cover a great call to ‘‘ Come.” 
The father did not go after the prodigal. Naaman 
had to get down in order to getup. Sodo we. Faith 
as ever does the curing. Faith in the blood. 


Lesson 4.—Elisha’s Heavenly Defenders (2 Kings 
6 : 8-23). Let the **men of God” run you and you 
will never be ‘‘run into the ground.” Always listen 
to the preacher, he has no axe to grind—he has only 
your good at heart. ‘The Ruler of the Universe can 
not be fooled. Elisha hada ‘ wireless.” So has every 
Christian who is a real one and knows the “ alpha- 
bet.” Surrounded by heavenly helpers too, had we 
“ee ‘**spectacles” to see them. I surely did like this 
esson. 


Lesson 5.—The Boy Joash Crowned King (2 Kings 
11: 1-20). This was a lesson where we appreciated 
the good sisters of father and mother. I had all my 
Rock Run boys talk about their aunties. They were 
unanimous. Fine work for God if you are worthy. 
Boys who stand for something besides cigarettes. 
The union of state and church to lift the boys. 
David's great come-back. ‘The Sword of Bunker 
Hill.” The boy with the book. ‘tGod save the 
king. ¥ 

Lesson 6.—Joash Repairs the Temple (2 Kings 11 : 21 
to 12:16). This was a lesson I liked. The world is 
taught the secret of raising money for the Lord and 
of how to spend it after it is raised. One of the 
world’s greatest inventions, The first ‘‘ penny in the 
slot.” he preacher and the business man, a com- 
bination for efficiency and economy. Solid walls and 
no bric-a-brac. Sincere and shoddyless, like Sallie 
Wright’s little home ($5 per month) by the side of 
the babbling Rock Run. ad 


Lesson 7.—Daniel in the King’s Court (Daniel 1). 
This was the temperance lesson, and a good one. All 
habits if they are killed are done to death on the 
battle-plain of the heart and not elsewhere, Only 
one place to seek favor on earth and that is in heaven. 
What kind of a dial is recording your power plant? 
If we have any ability we never earned it, nor did 
our fathers buy it. God gave it. What are you 
doing with it? How to beat the field ten to one is so 
easy it is a wonder every fellow doesn’t go in to do it. 


Lesson 8.—Jonah a Missionary to Nineveh (Jonah 
3:1to4:11). God always gives his runaways a sec- 
ond chance. And a thousand times a second chance. 
Otherwise where should we be? The homing instinct 
that is in the race as well asin birds and dogs and 
cats. The secretof all — revivals when men face 
heavenward. Getting down where they live. Mis- 
sionaries to the horses, cows, chickens and sparrows. 
The preacher who was mad because he converted a 
City. 

Lesson 9.—Amos, the Fearless Prophet (Amos 5 : 1- 
15), The lesson of howto live. Lots of the people 
exist, but they do not live. The failures are both 

r and rich. Parents spoil their children of the 
world’s best things, which are found only in God. 
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‘God intends all his children to havea good time. 
But they must ‘love. the. good.” and-must see. :it. 
And you always find that fomwhich you seek. No 
man can hate the evil and love the good unless he is 
born again. He has to become a new creation. — 


Lesson 10.—Uzziah’s Pride and Punishment (2 
Chron, 26). There is only one way to be a strong 
man. ‘This lesson showed you how, and might have 
been nicely labeled ‘‘ The Samson Lesson.” He 
loved husbandry and he loved machinery, and of 
course I said ‘‘Amen.” You make a strong man as 
-they make a concrete bridge. Reinforce the cement. 
Man and cement are both dust of the earth. Lots 
didn’t get that in the lesson. But there is a mixture 
that fails every time—religion and corruption. I 
thought this was a great lesson. So did the boys. 


Lesson 11.—Jehovah Yearns Over Backsliding Israel 
(Hos, 11: 1-11). When Israel was a child, of such 
was the kingdom of heaven. But Israel grew up, 
turned his back on his Father, and this lesson is next 
to the end. ‘Pop and the boys” is the winning 
combination. The street preacher's explanation of 
the failure. The only cure for the snake-bite of 
sin is blood. ‘Mad all over’’ and ‘‘ sweet as pie.” 
And we closed the lesson with the songs of the birds 
and the gathering of the redeemed. 


Lesson 12.—The Fall and Captivity of Israel (2 
Kings 17: 1-18), Everybody expects the hre to burn 
and sting. But when a fellow sticks his finger in sin 
he seems to expect to feel good. Just as though a 

* man can safely violate one of God's laws and not the 
others, ‘The curse of the secret sin. The hardened 
neck and the hardened heart and emptiness of sin—of 
all save misery and death. Yet Israel never got out 
of God's great heart. Nor will you. May we all 
cuddle closer to that Great Heart as we enter, hand 
in hand with him, into the Happy New Year. 

COATESVILLE, Pa, 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LL. readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this de- 

artment. One dollar is offered for every anecdotal 

esson illustration used, and two dollars for the best il- 

lustration each week. A circular explaining the acceptance 

of material, and the year's lesson calendar, will be sent for a 
two-cent stamp, 


Counting the Stars.—/ehovah is mercifuland gra- 
cious (Golden Text). I was going home one winter's 
evening with my little maiden at my side, when she 
looked up into the sky and said: ‘‘ Father, I am 
going to count the stars,” ‘Very well,” I said, 
**do.” And soon I heard her whispering to herself: 
“Two hundred and twenty-one, two hundred and 
twenty-two, two hundred and twenty-three” ; and 
then she stopped and sighed: ‘*Oh, dear! I had no 
idea there were so many!” Like that little maiden, 
I have often tried to count my mercies; but right 
soon have I had to say: ‘‘I had no idea they were so 
many!"’—From the Kev, Mark Guy Pearse in the 
United Methodist. Sent by J. A. Clark, Greet/and, 
Halifax, Eng. (1) 


Why He Laughed.—/ehovah ts merciful and gra- 
ctous, slow to anger, and abundant in lovingkind- 
ness (Golden Text). Two rabbis observed a fox run- 
ning upon Mount Zion. Rabbi Joshua wept, but 
Rabbi Eliezer laughed. ‘*Wherefore dust thou 
laugh?” said he who wept. ‘* Nay, wherefore dost 
thou bye asked Eliezer. ‘‘I weep,” was the 
answer, ‘* because I see what is written in the Lamen- 
tations fulfilled: because of Mount Zion, which is 
desolate, the foxes walk upon it.” ‘And therefore,” 
said Rabbi Eliezer, ‘‘I laugh: for when I see with 
mine own eyes that God has fulfilled his threatening 
to the very letter, I have thereby a pledge that not 
one of his promises shall fail, for he is ever more 
ready to show mercy than judgment.”—/from ‘éhe 
London Sunday School Times. Sentby J. A. Clark, 
Greetland, wees, Eng. The prise for this week 
ts awarded to this illustration (2) 


More to Follow.—/ehovah ts mercifuland gracious, 
slow to anger, ... abundant in lovingkindness 
(Golden Text). Rowland Hill used to tell a story of 
a rich man and a r man in his congregation. The 
rich man desired to do an act of benevolence, and sc 
he sent a sumof —— to a friend to be given to this 
poor man as he thought best. The friend just sent 
him five pounds, and said in the note: ‘* This is 
thine; use it wisely; there is more to follow."’ After 
a while he sent another five pounds, and said, ‘* More 
to follow.” Again and again he sent the money to 
the poor man, always with the cheering words, 
**More to follow.” ow this illustrates the giving 
of our ‘‘ gracious " Provider, whose gifts are always 
accompanied with promises that cover and guarantee 
the future of his children!—From an old paper. Sent 
by Rev. J. T. Whitley, Chester, Va. (3) 


Why the Forethought ?—Adundant in loving kind- 
ness (Golden ‘lext). Robert Louis Stevenson spent 
the last hours of his life at Samoa, in the South Pacific 
Ocean. He first built alittle hut, where he lived very 
happily, surrounded by some native servants. Then 
he built a large house. The first night he was in 
tins he felt very lonely, and blamed himself that he 
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had not had the forethought to instruct his servants 


‘to bring lights, and to bring him some coffee, of 


which he was very fond, While he was thinking this 
the door opened and in came a native boy, his favor- 
ite attendant, with lights and coffee on a tray. 
Stevenson was so pleased that he said to him in the 
native language, ‘‘ Great is the forethought!" And 
the boy bowed and replied, ‘‘Great is the love!""— 
Sent by W. B. Hutchinson, D.D., Allerton, Ia. (4) 


What the Young Man Wanted.—/ehovah is mer- 
ciful and gracious, slow to anger and abundant in 
lovingkindness (Golden Text). A young man in 
Massachusetts who was recently offered a package 
of infidel publications, replied: ** If “y have any- 
thing better than the Sermon on the Mount, the 
parables of the Prodigal Son and the Good Samaritan, 
or if you have any better code of morals than the Ten 
Commandments, or anything more consoling and 
beautitul than the twenty-third Psalm, or, on the 
whole, anything that will throw more light on the 
future and reveal to me a Father more merciful and 
kind than the New Testament, please send it along.” 
—From The Presbyterian Record. Sent by Mrs. 
A. Thomson, Arden, Man., Can. 


The Clock Hands.—/ehovah is merciful and 
cious, slow to anger, and abundant in loving kind- 
ness (Golden ‘Text). Our life is like the dial of a 
clock. ‘The hands are God's hands passing over and 
and over again: the short hand, the hand of discip- 
line; the long hand, the hand of mercy. Slowly 
and surely the hand of discipline must pass, and God 
speaks at each stroke, but over and over passes the 
hand of mercy, showering down twelvefold of bless- 
ings for each stroke of discipline or trial; and both 
hands are fastened to one secure pivot, the great un- 
changing heart of a God of love.—From Florence A. 
Armstrong in Record of Christian Work. Sent by 
B. M. Dobbin, Jetmore, Kan. 


+ 4 
From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, by thy 
mercy and not by our deserving hast thou dealt with us, 
as with thy people of old. ‘Their waywardness and ours 
have grieved thee, In them and in us have been many 
ways displeasing to thee, As we review thy providences 
of the olden time and our time, we are deeply humbled by 
thy forbearance and thy loving care. Lord God, may we 
be no longer troublesome and disobedient in thy sight; 
and no matter what our years, may we be childlike in our 
confiding in thee, as thy hand leads us into ways of thy 
choosing. In thy holy name we pray. Amen. 


ra- 


QUESTIONS FOR A WRITTEN REVIEW 
(To be dictated by the superintendent from the desk.) 
1. ‘lell briefly the story of Naboth’s vineyard. 


2. What gift did Elisha ask of Elijah? By what 
was Elijah taken up into heaven ? 
3. What disease did Naaman have? Who sug- 


gested that he should see Elisha? What did the 
prophet tell Naaman to do that he finally did in order 
to be cured ? 

4. What do we learn from Lesson 4 (‘‘ Elisha’s 
Heavenly Defenders") to show why we need not be 
afraid when we trust God ? 

5. How old was Joash when he was crowned king? 

6. What important building-work did Joash cause 
to be done ? en did Jehoiada the priest arrange to 
collect money for the work ? 

7. Give the name of the king whom Daniel and his 
three friends refused to obey as to food and drink, 
and the result. Give the names of Daniel’s three 


. friends. 


8. Why was Jonah sent to Nineveh ? Why did he 
go in another direction? What resulted when he 
reached Nineveh ? 


g. In what way did Uzziah show his pride? How 
was he punished ? 
10. What evil things did the Israelites do that 


caused Jehovah to send them away into captivity ? 


PHILADELPHIA, 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


(References in parentheses are to the meirical 
Psalm book “ Bible Songs.”’) 


** All hail the power of Jesus’ name."* Psalm 103 : 1-22 


** How firm a foundation, ye saints (208 : 1-3). 
of the Lord.”’ Psalm 46 : 1-11 

** Love divine, all love excelling."’ (97 : 1-4). 

** My hope is built on nothing less.'' Psalm 126 : 1-6 

** Sweeter as the vears go by."* (273 : 1-3). 

‘There's a wideness in God's Psalm 145 : I-21 
mercy.” (313 : 1-3). 

‘* Though vour sins be as scarlet."" Psalm 23 : 1-6 

** What a Friend we have in Jesus."’ (46: 1-5). 
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Superintendents will be interested in a litile 
book, *‘A Prayer Before the Lesson,” by Philip E. 
Howard, containing nearly one hundred and fifty 
brief prayers. The price ts fifty cents postpaid 
from The Sunday School Times Company. 
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| Department Helps 





For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


OTE.—For 4 year we have studied Old Testa- 

ment characters, Or this closing Sunday select 

a few which will make the strongest appeal to 
children, not limiting them to the present quarter. 


General Thought.—God's promises are sure. 


Suggestions.—Before the session draw an empty 
picture-frame or hang one on the wall, keeping it 
covered until needed. In a brief word-picture de- 
scribe a character, letting the children guess who is 
meayt. When guessed, write the name on the black- 
board and close the story with a sentence or two. If 
you have saved the picture-rolls, hang the picture 
which corresponds. Introduce a songor Scripture 
text when needed. 


Plan of Review.—On our walls we hang pictures 
of people whom we love or admire. Here is a frame 
without -_ picture. As we talk about some of the 
good people from God’s wonderful story-book, you 
children may guess who they are from the picture- 
story. 

I am thinking of a dear baby boy, whose mother 

rayed for him and promised tolend him tothe Lord as 
ong as he lived. hen he was old enough she took 
him to live with God's minister. Every year she made 
and carried to him alittle coat. (If a child guesses 
Samuel, let him write the name inside the frame 
while you complete the story. Begin a list else- 
where, and erase the name in the frame before de- 
scribing another character.) Who remembers how 
God spoke to Samuel one night? Let us repeat 
Samuel’s answer. Speak, Lord, for thy servant 
heareth. Samuel grew to be God’s messenger or 
prophet. 
ow I seea fine boy caring for sheep in the fields 
near Bethlehem. When a lion or bear tries to steal 
alamb, this shepherd boy is brave enough to drive 
him away. Sometimes he plays on aharp, which he 
made himself, or he practises throwing stones from 
his sling. Yes, that was David; one time he killed 
a giant with his sling. He was brave. because he 
trusted God. He said, I will. fear. no evil, for thou 
art with me. Let us repeat:the Shepherd Psalm 
which David. wrote, j 

One time the prophet Samuel came to the house 
of David's father tochoose a king. Although David 
was the youngest of eight brothers, he was chosen. 
Samuel said, God looketh on the heart. 

I can see a young woman and an older woman 
putting their arms around each other. The young 
woman says, Where you go, I will go. Surely, she 
is Ruth, the lovely daughter who goes with Naomi 
to Bethlehem, the very same town where Samuel 
afterward came to find David. Many girls are 
named Ruth. 

Next, I see a prince and a shepherd lad meeting in 
a field and making promises always to be kind to 
each other’s relatives. They planned signals—by 
shooting arrows. These were David and Jonathan. 
Who remembers how King David showed kindness 
to Jonathan's lame son? 

When David grew old one of his sons was to be 
chosen king. I see a young man asleep and in his 
dream God came ae said, Ask what I shall give 
thee. He chose wisdom, when he might have chosen 
riches and honor. ‘This was Solomon, whose wise 
sayings are in the Bible. 

Jown by a little brook among the rocks I see a 
man watching morning and evening for birds to 
bring food. hen the brook dries up he moves, etc. 
As God cared for Elijah, so he carethforyou. Sing, 
‘* How strong and sweet my Father's care.” 

Now I see a little girl in the home of a rich soldier, 
telling her mistress of a wonderful prophet who can 
cure the ry | of Naaman. We do not know her 
name, but the Bible calls her The Little Maid. Re- 
peat, Even a child maketh himself known by his 
doings. 

A woman picks up a baby boy and runs to hide 
him in a room of God’s temple. For six years this 
kind aunt and her husband keep the little prince and 
teach him about God. When he is six he is ied be- 
fore the people and crowned king. The boy king, 
Joash, made a good king, and mended God’s temple. 

Four big boys are standing before their trainer. 
Their leader says they want plain food and water 
instead of the king’s dainties and wine, etc. Daniel 
purposed in his heart that he would not defile him- 
self. 

It is night, the air is chilly, shepherds are watching 
their sleeping flocks. A sudden light in the sky 
frightens the shepherds, until an angel speaks, 
Fear not, for behold, etc. Yes, it is the first Christ- 
mas night. God's best promise has come true. . Near 
Bethlehem, the city of David, the shepherds hear the 
angels’ sing, Glory to God in the highest, etc. 

As we think of all these people let us say, The 
Lord is good to all (Psa. 145 : 9, substitutedfor the 
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other text, which is too hard for chil- 
aren.) 
The.Lord is good tous, Before next Sun- 
day there will begina new year. Let us sing: 
** God is good to us, dear children, 
God is good through all the year.”" 
(Carols, Leyda Pub. Co., Chicago, 25 cents.) 
CHICAGO, A 


My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. Luella Denison Baldwin 


EMEMBER that efficient teaching of 
the Bible covers not only a thorough 
helpful setting forth of each individual 

lesson, but also the broad outline, so that 
your class may know where each lesson fits 
inta the whole. Therefore in some ways 
the review is the most important in the en- 
tire series. Since we are closing a year’s 
study in the Old Testament, a brief survey 
would be wise. 

God’s dealing with mankind began with a 
single pair, ‘The condition was obedience. 
In this they failed. Sin increased in the 
race. People grew more and more wicked, 
until God finally swept them off the earth by 
flood, leaving only Noah and his family. 

God tried man again, choosing Abraham 
to be the father of a nation, the Jews, 
through whom he promised to bless the en- 
tire world. The condition was that they 
were to be a separate people. Separate 
from sin, set apart unto God (Gen, 12: 1-3). 
They were to be the channel for the coming 
Redeemer, and also to be a witness for Je- 
hovah before the nations of the earth. In the 
latter they failed because of sin. The his- 
tory of this chosen race occupies nearly the 
whole of the Old ‘Testament. 

Our year’s study has been their history 
as recorded by Judges, 1 and 2 Samuel, 1 
and 2 Kings, and some of the prophets. In 
Judges we saw the state of Israel while under 
the rule of civil end military chieftains called 
Judges. The heathen nations had kings to 
rule over them. Desiring to imitate them, 
Israel asked God for a king, which God un- 
willingly granted. 1 and 2 Samuel tell of 
the rise of the monarchy t.nder Saul, David, 
and Solomon, 1 and 2 Kings portray the 
glory (under Solomon), division, and fall of 
the monarchy. 

“This quarter’s lessons centered about the 
decline’ and fall of the kingdom; Gaii’s 
warning and pleading through the prophets 
to forsake their sin, their refusal, and the 

. final captivity of Israel by Assyria in 721 B.C. 
Judah survived until a century later. 

The characters for the most part have been 
prophets: Elijah, Elisha, Daniel, Jonah, 
Amos, and Hosea. The kings: Ahab, Joash, 
Uzziah,and Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon. One 
general, Naaman. In point of time Daniel 
should be last. He was among those car- 
ried captive by Nebuchadnezzar. 

God’s personality and his purpose for 
mankind are clearly revealed in these studies, 
God loves this people ; they are in deep sin, 
He tries to draw them to himself and save 
them from the punishment which is inevita- 
ble unless they repent. 

God worked mightily in individual lives, 
intending these to be object-lessons to the 
nations. In' Lesson 4 God gave Elisha vic- 
tory that they might realize that victory be- 
longeth unto God, If God is for us, what 
matters it who is against us? In Lesson § 
he protected Joash against the vicious at- 
tacks of Satan’s agents to show that all the 
forces of hell cannot prevail against that life 
that is in God’s care. Again, in Danie], God 
is proving that that person who honors God at 
any cost shall not suffer, but instead shail 
prosper. 

When these Jews would not see by these 
means that God wanted to help them, to 
protect them, to give them ‘victory, to pros- 
es them in all things good, God then sent 

is prophets to them with direct messages, 
God besought them in love (Hosea) to for- 
sake their sin and to ‘‘seek the Lord and 
live’? (Amos). They spurned Him, ‘They 
hardened their necks and would not believe 
(2 Kings.17: 14). Ere long they began to 
reap from their evil sowing. Assyria con- 
quered Israel (2 Kings 17 : 5-18}; and Baby- 
lon, Judah (2 Kings 25: 1-10). The Jews 
have never since had a national home, but 
have been buffeted about among the nations 
(Hos. 9: 17). 

Let us get a new vision of God for our- 
selves, his love, power, and purpose for us 
and through us by studying the revelation he 





made to these Jews. (2) 
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God’s omniscience : no doosiving, Envy. 

God's reward: nodeath. Death, 

God’s omnipotence: nothing A 
Sickness. : 

God's defenders : defeats all enemies. Vic- 


tory. 

God's protection : surmounts all ill. Satan. 
God's pleasure : all may share. Giving. 
ae prosperity : when purpose is right. 


God's commission : ‘go ye"'—give. Obe- 
dience. 
God's message : seek ye me and live, Life. 
we te sovereignty: man's nothingness. 
e 


Sp @ yO F OPH 


11. God's compassion : loves the sinner, hates 
sin, 


in, 
Saviour. My (?) Jesus. 


The words at right of column are sugges- 
tive, practical word subjects for each lesson, 
A quiz might be conducted by asking ques- 
tions, Who, why, how, what, when, where, 
results, etc. ; forexample, Who was envious? 
What did Ahab covet? Why was it wrong? 


12. Gift: 


What were the effects upon him? Upon 
others ? 
A review by biovraphyis helpful. Assign 


to each girl a character whom we have 
studied. Let each in turn stand and answer 
the questions put to her by the other girls 
about that individual. Let the girls decide 
by vote which girl has given the best oral 
review. You as teacher can draw attention 
to the weakness and strength of each char- 
acter; 


Ahab—sullen, selfish, covetous. 

Little Jewish Maid—faithful, courageous, 
testimony for God. 

Joash—liberal, a worshiper, unstable. 

Daniel—fearless, loyal, true. 

Uzziah—selfish, proud, presumptuous. (2) 


We say, ‘* How foolish those Jews were,”’ 
but after all aren’t we pretty much like them? 

Not long since I watched a herd ‘of fine 
cattle being driven on to a freight-car. Its 
destination was the slaughter-house, Chicago- 
Poor things! ‘They didn’t realize their des. 
tination ; they couldn’t alter theirend; they 
had no freedom of choice, An authoritative 
being ruled over them. 

But how different with these Jews and 
with us to-day, We make our own choice. 
God didn’t inflict punishment upon the 
Jews ;-they brought affliction upon them- 
selves, God did all he could to prevent it. 
God has done more for us than even he did 
for those Jews. He has given us Christ, his 
Son, to,be our Saviour, Remember that ifyou 
reject him you send yourself to everlasting 
punishment. Let Christ in, and have life 
abundant now and forever. 


For Next Week’s Lesson 

What is meant by ‘* The Acts’? ? 

To what does ‘ former treatise ’’ refer? 

What substantiates the belief that Luke 
wrote Acts? 

What were Luke’s nationality, education, 
profession, companionship, and work ? 

Why was it best for Christ to go away? 

When js he coming to earth again? In 
what form? : 


Los ANGELES, CAL, 
% 
Pucker’s “ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


AY, do you know what our Sunday-school 
had for Christmas? We had a regular 
manger, with straw in it, right up on 

the platform. Then up behind the manger 
was a big cross, and over the cross a gold 
crown, Our class brought the straw. The 
superintendent asked us to. 

When Friday night came the songs and 
pieces were nearlyall about the manger. It 
beats all how many verses and things there 
are about it. 

Then came the gifts, only we gave them 
to Christ. instead of getting them ourselves, 
because it was his birthday, you know. 
Whatever we give to others in Jesus’ name 
is really given to him (Matt. 25 : 40). So 
we each brought something for somebody 
that needed it, and we laid what we brought 
right in the manger or at the foot of the 
cross. The men’s class marched up the 
aisle, each with a sack of flour on his shoul- 
der, and our class each brought a sack of 
cornmeal, for the poor. 

Didn’t we get anything? Oh, yes. Mr. 
Mason gave each of us a begutiful Christmas 
card. Mine said, ‘‘ Blessed is he that con- 
sidereth the poor.’’ Wasn’t that great? 

But | started out to tell about our review 
lesson last Sunday. When it came time for 





class to take up, teacher drew a Jong slant- 


ing line on the blackboard. He. 


of war. . (8) ; , ; 

Then he called on us to name any. person 
we had studied about during the quarter and 
tell what we could remember about him. 

Bulldog Jones spoke up first: He named 

onah and said he got swallered by a whale. 

hat was about all he could remember. 
Teacher let the rest of us help him out, and 
then asked whether Jonah tried to lift people 
up or drag them down. 

We decided he lifted the Ninevites up. 
So Mr. Mason drew a little figure of a man 
at the upper end of the rope, with his hands 
holding to it. There was just a straight mark 
for the body, two marks for legs, two for 
arms, and a round head, but it did all right 
to stand for a man, 

Jezebel was named next. Bert told about 
her, how she killed most all God’s prophets 
and brought eight hundred and fifty heathen 
priests down from her own country to lead 
the Israelites into worshiping old Baal. She 
threatened to kill Elijah, did have Naboth 
killed, and at last the dogs ate herup. Mr. 
Mason drew her at the lower end of the rope 
pulling down, 

Well, that’s the way it went, all through, 
until the rope was full. On the upper end 
we had Jonah, Elijah, Elisha, Naboth, Mrs, 
Naaman’s meid, Daniel, Joash, Amos, 
Hosea, Jehoiada, Jehosheba. On the lower 
side was Jezebel, Ahab, Athaliah, Uzziah, 
Hoshea, etc. 

We didn’t have any lesson pictures for this 
review because we loaned our stereoscope 
and the whole quarter’s views to Mrs, Mar- 
kle’s class of girls. We knew how the places 
looked, anyway, and they didn’t. 

Then we talked about this tug-of-war on 
the blackboard. Mr. Mason said the lower 
side won and pulled the nation into captivity 
and oblivion, He says that’s always the re- 
sult when the downward forces have their 
way. And the same old tug-of-war is still 
going on in the world between sin and right- 
eousness. 

He drew another rope on the board and 
had us name the forces that are pulling up 
and the ones that are pulling down these 
days. 

Of course on the lower end we put Saloon, 
Gambling, Impurity, Sabbath-breaking, Dis- 
honest Politics, Greed, etc.; and on the upper 
end, Church, Sunday-school, Christian En 
deavor, Y. M.C.A., ¥Y. W.C.A., W. C, 
T. U., Anti-Saloon League, Social Settle. 
ments, and a lot more, 

** Billy Sunday,’’ sung out Bulldog Jones, 
But teacher wrote down Revivals. ‘Then he 
added CHRISTIAN HOMES in the biggest let- 
ters of all. 

‘*Everybody is pulling one way or the 
other,’’ said Mr. Mason, and asked us which 
side we wanted to be on, Of course we all 
said the side that pulls up. 

‘* Then you must be true to Christ,’’ urged 
teacher, ‘* for he is Captain of the side that 
lifts the world up, and his side is sure to win 
at last.’’ 

So he drew a big hand reaching down out 
of the sky to the upper end of the rope, and 
marked it CHRIST. (2) 

** Boys,’’ he added, ‘tare you more loyal 
to him after this year’s Bible study than you 
were a year ago; more determined to stand 
for the things that are true and pure and 
noble; the things that he stands for?”’ 

We all looked down at our feet,, because 
we didn’t know what to say. But I hope 
I am a better boy than I was a year ago, and 
when teacher prayed at the end of the lesson 
I prayed, too, in my heart, and I meant it. 

In giving out the home questions Mr. 
Mason said we would find under each ques- 
tion a hint as to where to find the answer. 

The question slips were bigger than usual 
and he told us to write the answer on the 
slip under the question. We are to do this 
at home from now on, so as to have all the 
time at the Friday night meeting of the class 
for fun. But if any fellow can’t find his 
answer, or forgets about it, teacher will tike 
time out Friday night to help him. 

The slips he gave out were : 

Who wrote the book called Acts? (3) 
See Acts in Bible Dictionary. 
Who was Theophilus? 
See Theophilus in Bible Dictionary. 
How long was Jesus on earth after his resur- 
rection ? 
Acts 1 : 3. 
What was the promise of the Father ? 
Acts 1: 4, 5; Joel 2: 28. 


id jt was. 
a rope and that we were going. to have a tug 
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From what place did Jesus ascend to heaven ? 
Acts 1: 12; Luke 24: 50. 
What comforting promise did the angels give 
‘the disciples ? 
Acts I: 10, 11, 
Where did the disciples go to wait for the 
promised Holy Spirit ? 
Acts I+: 12, 13. (4) 
Terre Haute, Inp. 





For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 








ROM Edinboro, Pennsylvania, a reader 
. of The Sunday School Times writes me 
on the question of **hurry’’ at family 
worship. ‘t The hurry of the men to get to 
work, the hurry of the children for school in 
the mornings, while in the evenings many 
of the family are out late,’?. I have every 
sympathy with my friend who thus writes. 
The rush of modern life has got a firm foot- 
ing in our homes, and we have ceased to 
take things in a restful mood. In the best- 
regulated home one finds some who are 
never ‘on time,’’ but still they are always 
in a hurry. I cannot help feeling that a 
little better management of one’s time and 
habits would rectify the haste that is so com- 
mon to our homes in the early morning 
hours. What a beautiful charm belongs to 
that home where the members, denying 
themselves of ‘*a little more slumber and a 
little more sleep,”’ rise betimes and in quiet 
restfulness of spirit have their souls fitted for 
the duties of the day, The strength coming 
from such discipline none can gauge. 





December 20 to 26 
Mon. —Elijah in Naboth’s Vineyard (1 Kings 21 : 


11-20). lijah Taken up into Heaven 


(2 King's 2: 1-128). 

From the sphere of witness-bearing to the 
haven of rest,—what a translation! Many 
and many a time amid the heat and toil of 
our service for God do we long for the rest 
which remaineth for his people. Faithful 
service will not fail of its reward, and that 
may come as ‘suddenly as Elijah’s home- 
going. 

PRAYER SuGGeEstions: Pray for the sol- 
dier boys onthe battlefields of Europe who 
during these festive days of Christmas may 
be celebrating our Lord’s birth amid the 
sounds of shot and shell. Shall we not give 
this week over to prayer for a speedy end to 
this awful war ? 

Tues,— Elisha Heals Naaman the Syrian (2 Kings 
§:1-14). Elisha’s Heavenly Defenders 
(2 King’s 6 : 8-23). 

To work miracles by the power of faith 
and to be alive to the presence of heavenly 
visitants are both alike privileges of present- 
day saints. The old economy had no mo- 
nopoly of power and vision. What a fore- 
cast this is of*the day when ‘ His servants 
shall serve him; and they shall see his 
face’? (Rev. 22: 3, 4). 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Hundreds of non- 
combatants are imperiling their lives dur- 
ing the war in order to relieve the pains and 
agonies of the wounded. Pray for the doc- 
tors and surgeons, the nurses and all Red 
Cross workers in or near the firing lines, 
that they may be preserved from the dangers 
around while exercising their ministry of 
mercy. 

Wed.—The Boy Joash Crowned King (2 Kings 


11: 1-12). Joash Repairs the Temple 
(2 King’s 12 : 4-15). 


A king is never so kingly as when attend- 
ing to the business of the King of‘kings. No 
matter how high our station in life, the high- 
est honors are with those who devote their 
energies to Christ’s kingdom. William Carey 
grieved that his son had dackslidden into 
being an ambassador, 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for the chup- 
lains with the armies of the belligerents, and 
also for those with the different navies. 
Men’s hearts are very susceptible to theWord 
of God during these awful hours of conflict. 

rav that the Holy Spirit may apply the 
message of lifein power to these men in such 
trying experiences. 
Leseatit eas: im the King’s Court (Dan. 1: 8- 


Jonah a Missionary to Nineveh 
(Jonah 3: 1-10). 


Daniel and Jonah were each missionaries. 
True, their spheres were different, but the 
end to be attained was the same. If we are 
faithful to God where we are, the Lord will 
give us, in his own time, a widening sphere of 
usefulness. The ome first, the city second. 
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Why the 
Hands Went Up 


It was at a summer conference ; 
they were workers from many parts 
of the country, and’ they had gath- 
ered at an afternoon reception ten- 
dered them by The Sunday School 
Times to meet members of the 
staff. They were subscribers to the 
paper, and as such seemed greatly 
to enjoy the family gathering. 


Among other questions that were 
asked them when the opportunity 
offered, these subscribers were re- 
quested to tell how they made use | 
of the advertising columns of The 
Sunday School Times. There was | 
a quick and vigorous response. | 
When they were asked if they read | 
the advertisements, the hands went | 
up all over the room in a goodly | 


{ 


proportion. 








The hands went up so heartily 
because, as came out in the con-| 


versation, these readers had found | 
the advertising columns so useful | 


‘ : | hours unattended on battlefields, Pray for 
as a means of directing them to | those in-the hospitals at the base as well as 
things that they needed. | for those in the hospitals and infirmartes of | 


This is exactly as it should be, | 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


For Family Worship 


(Continued from preceding page) 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for the work 
of the Y. M. C. A. among the millions of 
men now under arms, and that the utmost 
advantage for spiritual ends may be taken 
of the marvelous openings for the work of 
the Association in France, Germany, Russia, 


and Austria-Hungary. 
Fri.—Amos the Fearless mos $2 1-15. 
Usziah’s Pride aon eee (2 Chron. 
: . 


The prophet of God must not fear the face 
of nor fail before man. Every God-sent 
preacher will lift up his voice against pre- 
vailing sins without regard to his own com- 
fort, reputation, and safety. Kings cannot 
sin with impunity, for with them as with all 
men, ‘‘ pride goeth before destruction, and a 
haughty spirit before a fall.’’ 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Pray for the Di- 
vine blessing to rest upon the preaching of 
the gospel among the many thousands of 
men in the military prison camps as well as 
among the millions in the training camps 
throughout the countries of the combatants, 
Cut~Spoveh Yearns Over pocksliding Israel 

Hos. 11: 1-11). The Fall and Captivity of 
Israel (2 Kings 17 : 1-18). 

The mother-heart of God goes out after 
his erring and straying people. No mother 
ever yearned more tenderly over her wayward 
boy than God does for his children who have 
gone out of the way. Well does he know 
their sins are their downfall and will surely 
lead them to deep sorrow. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Pray for the 
wounded as they lie, many of them, for 


the different countries. Pray for a spirit of 


| fortitude to be granted those who are now 


for the advertising columns are not | convalescent and have again to face the dread 


an incidental part of the paper, but 
a highly important part. 

There are some in the big family | 
of Sunday School Times readers | 
who ought to make use of the ad- 
vertising columns a great deal more | 
than they do. That is true of any | 
paper that tries to be careful about | 
its advertisements. It is particu-| 
larly true of The Sunday School | 
Times because of its long history 
of carefulness, and the serviceable 
nature of the advertisements, and 
the many-sided needs of its readers, | 

If the whole family of one hun- 
dred thousand could be gathered 
in one place, and you were there, 
would your hand go up if the call 
were megaphoned out over that 
vast assembly for those who were 
making good use of the advertising | 
columns ? 


It will be well worth your while 
to make it a practise to read the 
advertisements every week, whether 
you have been in the habit of do- 
ing this or not. 


It will contribute directly to the 
ability of The Sunday School Times | 
Company to give you an increas- | 
ingly good paper, if you will estab- | 
lish increased buying connections | 
with the advertisers in its pages. | 


One large advertiser says that 
he sometimes thinks that all his | 
direct replies come through The | 
Sunday School Times. There are | 
many others who get fine results 
from their advertisements. There 
are still others with whom you) 
-would do well to get into commu- | 
nication in meeting your material 
needs. 


| ness. 


realities of war. 


Sun.— Jehovah's Gracious Promises to Israel (Hos. 
a, The Song of the Angels (Luke 2: 

The Divine promise is one. of restoration 
to beauty, strength, freshness, and fruitful- 
Such a prospect is a fit subject for the 
songs of men and angels, In Christ alone 
can we expect to find ** peace among men of 
good pleasure.”’ 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS ; Let us devote this 
last Lord’s Day of another year to a most 
earnest searching of our hearts in the matter 
of intercession, Pray for more love for 
prayer, a wider vision of the world’s need, 
and for deliverance from anything which 
would prevent us becoming ** prayer-miliion- 
aires,”’ 

New York Ciry. 
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Can You Answer These 
Questions ? 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 

. When did fire and ice persuade a man 
to release his slaves ? 

. What Gentile king was directed to build 
a Jewish temple? 

. Who dug for water seven days at the 
edge of a great river, and why? 

. What king was slain by his servants, 
and what king by his sons? 

. What King had dealings with a witch, 
and what king with a wizard ? 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


378. Jeremiah, in order to preserve them as 
a sign that after the conquest of — 
by the Chaldeans the land would yet 
be restored to the children of Israel 
(Jer. 32). 

372. David (1 Kings 2 : 5-9). 

373- Barzillai the Gileadite provided food for 

David and his army when they were 

fleeing from Absalom, and David, and 

Solomon after him, provided for the 

descendants of Barzillai (2 Sam. 17 : 

27-29; 19 : 31-40; 1 Kings 2: 7). 

David (2 Sam. 1§ : 30); Nebuchadnez- 

zar (Dan. 4); Saul (1 Sam. 9 : I-10) ; 

David {1 Sam. 16 : I-13); Jeroboam 

(1 Kings 11 ; 26; 12 : 20). 

Absalom, when he had his servants set 

fire to Joab’s barley-field (2 Sam. 14 : 

29-32). 

PHILADELPHIA. 


374- 


375- 





Does the Old Testament | 
Encourage Bad Morals? 
( Continued from page 750) 

a deeply imbedded institution. The Old 
‘Testament laws’ stringently regulated slavery: 
to steal a man and sell him was punishable 
by death (Exod. 21 : 16); if amaster knocked 
out an eye or a tooth of a servant, the ser- 
vant had freedom on account of the injury 
(Bxod. 24 +27). 

It will thus be seen that there is a clear 
distinction between God’s standard and 
man’s failure to live up to that standard. 
God, in giving a revelation of himself, needed 
to overlook times of ignorance, and give the 
revelation as men were able to receive it. 
Thus we have the great principle of progress 
in revelation. In the Old Testament we 
have imperfect laws, in the sense, of their 
being incomplete, partial, dealing with tem- 
porssy conditions, made necessary by the 

ardness of heart. But these laws are reve- 
lations from God, in themselves are perfect, 
and are never on though set aside 
to make way for the fuller revelation. 

The acts of judgment in the Old Testa- 





ment with which some have difficulty do not | ]5: 


trouble those who have gained any concep- | 
tion of what sin really is, and who know the 
truth that God is a God of judgment as well | 
as of mercy. The extermination of the Ca- 
naanites presents no difficulty to those who 
accept the far more terrible New Testament 
judgments depicted in the Revelation, That 
God pours out these judgments directly, 
using the heavenly hosts to execute his 
wrath, does not alter the principle. If it 
was wrong to use Israel to execute judg- 
ment on the Canaanites, it would be wrong 
for God to destroy them himself. What God 
can do God can authorize men todo. It 
was not a part of God’s purpose that Israel 
should have a vindictive hatred against the 
Canaanites, nor ‘‘a greedy desire to expro- 
priate ’’ them, 

In the same way the Psalmist’s impreca- | 
tions (which will be dealt with fully in a| 
later issue of ‘The Sunday School Times) 
must not be thought of as spiteful, vindictive 
utterances against a private enemy: ‘They | 
are inspired, prophetic pronouncements 
against the inveterate enemies of God. 

The command to Abraham to offer up Isaac 
presents insuperable difficulties if we believe, 
with some of the critics, that Abraham was 
making a sad mistake in supposing that God 
wanted him actually to offer Isaac as a burnt- 
offering, —a mistake that was rebuked by the 
appearance of the ram in the thicket. Those 
who accept the word of the inspired New 
Testament writer, that Abraham expected 
God to raise Isaac from the dead, have no 
difficulty with this ee ge 11: 17-19). 
Not the low moral standard of Abraham ex- 
plains it, but the supernatural faith of Abra- 
ham,—a faith that looked centuries ahead to 
the resurrection of Christ, the Son who ful- 
filled the dread reality which Abraham’s son 
prefigured. 





There was a low state of morals in Old 
Testament life. The Old Testament revelas 
tion was given to a nation that over and over 
sank into the lowest depths of idolatrous im- 
morality of every sort. But God’s revealed 
law partook not by the smallest fraction of 
this evil life into which it was thrust: the law 
came pure and spotless from the holiness of 
God. ‘The law tolerated during the times of 
ignorance much that was not God’s choice, 
and regulated, instead of ordering the exter- 
mination of, customs that were imbedded in 
the society of that day. In the same way the 
institution of slavery was tolerated, not di- 
rectly denounced, in New Testament times. 
The Old Testament law was no more respon- 
sible for that low moral state than the New 
Testament revelation is responsible to-day 
for Europe’s war. 

Two other facts should be kept clearly in 
mind in any comparison of Old and New 
Testaments. The Old is concerned pri- 
marily with the dispensation of law, the New 
primarily. with the dispensation of grace. 
Judgments, therefore, that are out of place 
while grace continues are entirely appropri- 
ate under law. The second faet. is. that 
many Old Testament precepts are for the 
governing of a nation, not the regulation of 
personal conduct,—‘‘a judicial and penal 
code—in many instances for the guidance of 
magistrates and for the assessing of penalties 
in the courts; not a private devotional 
treatise !"’ 

Above all, whatever there may be in the 
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Brain Exhaustion 


is due to mental strain which has 
consumed the phosphatic ele- 
ments indispensable to the brain. 
Strengthen the brain cells, — with 


the phosphates, offered 
in on egrecnbie form in 


HORSFORD’S 
Ao Phosphate 
Keep a bottle in your home 


Dr. Sell's Studies »-BibleClasses 


Series— Over 100,000 Copies 
. & Christian Life. 
6. Life ot Christ. 
% ny 1. The Life of St. Paul 
4. Early Chureh. 8. Supplementary Bible Studies, 
Send for descriptive cireular. Only 25c to boc each. 
eli Co., I NW 













and there is much—let us not become judges 
of God, Let us not force upon a Scripture 
passage our interpretation of what it must 
mean’ and then condemn Scripture, or be 
troubled over it, because that interpretation 
seems to prove the passage false. 

The editors and publishers of The Sunday 
School ‘Times are glad to join the multitude 
of Christians who can testify that they 
have found the whole Word to be God-given 
and therefore all ‘* very good.’’ It was of 
the Old Testament that our Lord said ‘* these 
are they which bear witness of me.’’? The 
written Word, Old ‘Testament and New, can 
be comprehended only when we remember 
that every part of it, the wrath and the 
mercy, the judgment and the salvation, is a 
revelation of the living Word of God, our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 





| Children at Home 





Chickaree 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


HAT’S his name. You have probably 
seen and heard him oftenin the woods, 
beth summer and winter, chattering 

out his long, rattling ‘‘ chickaree-ee-ee-ee,”’ 
and beating time with his flaming, bushy 
tail, He’s the red squirrel, the most active, 
the most interesting, and the worst-tempered 
of all the squirrels. A bunch of nerve and 
muscle, Chickaree is afraid of only one ani- 
mal. When the long, lithe, red-eyed wea- 
sel gets on his trail poor Chickaree, like 
many another animal, loses his head com- 
pletely and in spite of his many sky-paths is 
often caught. Sometimes he is taken for his 
cousin, the chipmunk. Chippy, however, is 
a ground-squirrel with stripes down his back. 
He is smaller and gentler, and his tail is a 
slender and humble affair compared with 
that of Chickaree. Chippy, too, goes into 
winter quarters early, soon after the fat wood- 
chuck, while Chickaree stays out the year 
around, Four or five feet underground, 
curled up beside a larder full of seeds in 
case he wishes to have an occasionai lunch, 
Chippy sleeps for the most part until spring, 
rolled up in a round ball. He is the one 
who has the great pouches in his cheeks. 
Sometimes he looks as if he had the mumps. 
Really it is only acorns. 

Chickaree is fond of deserted houses and 
camps. Last winter, in the kitchen of my 
winter-camp, I found a red squirrel lying 
dead on the floor. For a long time I could 
not discover what had killed him. Finally, 
however, I found that in one of his springs 
he had knocked off'a heavy glass jar which 
had fallen directly on him. One of his fav- 
orite games is follow-the-leader. Ona gray, 
winter day in the woods I once watched two 
red squirrels playing at that game. ‘They 
covered a circle perhaps fifty yards in ‘dia- 
meter through the tree-tops, and the course 
included a number of dizzy jumps. ‘The 
second squirrel followed his leader easily 





Book that our intellects cannot compass— 


until the last jump of all. Scampering 


























LESSON FOR DEC. 26 (Hos. 14) 





A Food 


FOR, FOR 

Children Grown-ups 

For three generations aes 8 
Emulsion has been recognized 
as the sensible treatment for an 
cold because its rich, bl 
ree ay barges strengthens 

roat and lungs while it 

fortifies the body against the 
rigors of winter. 

Scott’s Emulsion after meals 
means Rae colds, richer an Sana, 
stronger lungs, better h 
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Individual Communion | Cups 


Convenient, Noiseless and Sa 





List of th of h Seing our cups and FREE 
CATALOG with | sent upon request. 
SANITARY COMMUNION OUTFIT C9. Tth $T., ROCHESTER, Ki. ¥. 








The best place for rest or recreation 
or recuperation is 


ATLANTIC CITY 
CHALFONTE 


is especially well adapted to accom- 
modate those who come to secure them. 


Write for Illustrated Folder and Rates to 


THE LEEDS COMPANY 


On the Beach Always Open 
























Now Ready. At all Booksellers. 
DT James M.Gray’s 


CHRISTIAN WORKERS 





HE WHOLE BIBLE. 


= truly competent commentary 
IN ONE VOLUME ataprice ONLY 


oh 


within the reach of all. 
Eminently the comme ntary of 
the people,—it will stimulate 


devotions, answer questions, ° 
foster study.“’—Dr. Fa Scofield in &. 8. Times. 
Fleming H. Revell Co., 158 5th Ave., 
NewYork, 125 N. Wabash, Chicago 





LARGE factor in the phe- 
nomenal success of the 
Neighborhood Bible Classes or- 
ganized by Miss Grace Saxe, of the 
Billy Sunday Campaign party, is 
the little book that is used by prac- 
tically all these classes. 

“Studies in The Book of Acts,” 
by Grace Saxe, has done more, 
perhaps, than any recent ’ Bible 
study book to encourage direct 
study of the Bible. 

This paper-bound booklet has 
really introduced a néw era of Bible 
study in many towns and cities. 

The same features that make it 
so adaptable to neighborhood Bible 
classes will make the book an in- 
valuable aid in many Sunday-school 
classes during the coming. year, 
when thirty-four lessons are in the 
Book ot Acts. 

“Studies in The Book of Acts” 
is sold in single copies or in *uan- 
tities at 15 cents each. Postage 
or .express is additional, costing 
three cents for a single copy. 

The books may be ordered from 
The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 1031 Walnut Street, Phila- 
delphia. 
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TARBELL: 


“ot 
( Continued from preceding” page) : 
through the branches of a great chestnut 

tree some sixty feet high, the. leader ‘ran 

out and out until he was at the very tip of @ a 
long limb and the twigs swayed and bent 
under his weight, Ile never stopped, how- 
ever, but sprang through the air fully six 
feet toward the top twigs of a huge oak 
which grew near. It was a ‘mene 
jump, and if you don’t believe it you try to 
jump ten times your height with a bending 
branch for a take-off. However, he just 
made it, and hooking both of his little bent 
forepaws on a stout oak-twig swung back 
and forth like a pendulum, Then he caught 
a foothold with one of his hind-paws and bal- 
ancing himself with his tail crept along the 
twig and in a minute was running down 
through the tree as rapidly as ever. Ilis 
playmate, however, when he came to the 
jump, hesitated an instant before taking it. 

The little pause was disastrous. It needed 
every ounce of spring to cover the dis- 
tance, and instead of catching both his fore- 
paws, as the first squirrel had done, he onl 
managed by a. desperate stretch of his le 
paw to catch the very end of the twig and 
swung fora moment in mid-air. ‘He tried to 
get a grip with the other paw,. but the twig 
bent so that he could get no purchase, and 
in a second he slid off and turned a com- 
plete somersavult seventy-five feet from the 
ground. Down through the air he fell like 
a red streak, spreading out his bushy ‘tail for 
a parachute. Even so, however,, it was only 
the soft snow which saved him, for:he struck 
with a tremendous bump and lay for a min- 
ute stunned. Iran over to him, but even 
as I stooped to pick him up, with a twist 
and a spring he was on a neighboring tree- 
trunk and climbed slowly and stiffly to meet 
his friend. 

Unlike his big cousin the gray-squirrel, 
Chickaree is a prudent little chap and stores 
up every year a bushel or so of nuts in a 
hollow tree-trunk or under a rock, Once 
going into a cottage which was usually 
closed during the winter, I found that an 
enterprising red squitrel had used a pair of 
rubber boots in the garret for a store-house, 

He is a great epicure and knows all the 
good things to eatin the woods. One March 
day, wheh it had been spring al‘ the morning 
and winter again in the afternoon, I was 
coming home in the frosty twilight. -Right 
ahead of me I saw a red squirrel «un along 
a branch, break off an icicle that hung from 
from a broken place, and, sitting, up gnaw it 
like a nut. As I came over to investigate, 
Chickaree started to run up toa higher perch 
and the icicle slipped out of his paws, I 
picked it up while he called out ‘ Thief! 
Robber !’’ from the top bough. The icicle 
looked like an ordinary one, but when I bit 
off a piece, it was sweet as sugar. ‘The tree 
was a sugar-maple, and the sweet sap had 
run out from the broken branch and frozen. 

It was Chickareg, too, that taught me how 
delicious the spicy, sweet sap of the black- 
birch is when I found him lying at full length 
drinking out of.a little sap-cup that he had 
gnawed in the bark one warm day in Feb- 
ruary. He knows well which mushrooms 
are good to eat. I once saw him nibbling 
a red russula that I thought was the red- 
pepper mushroom, which is too fiery for 
human taste. Afterward I learned that one 
shade of the red russula is sweet and good. 
Chickaree had learned that secret long ago. 

Sometimes his appetite leads him astray. 
A little niece of mine, who has a good re- 
putation for truth and veracity, told me that 
once up in the White Mountains she saw a 
red squirrel eating a little green grass snake 
that he had caught. He got down about 
half of the snake and then suddenly stopped, 
dropped the rest, and sat for a few minutes 
in pained meditation, like anaughty boy who 
had just smoked his first.cigar. ‘hen all of 
a sudden he became actively ill and after- 
wards ran slowly off, probably convinced 
that snakes were too rich for him. 

It is this same liking for,new things to eat 
that sometimes makes Chickaree a terror to 
nesting birds. Occasionally a red squirrel 
will go bad like a dog that takes to killing 
sheep, and spends its time in hunting out 
nests and. eating the eggs or gnawing the 
brains out of young birds. 

A pair of red squirrels have taken posses- 


| sion of the cupola of an ice-house on my 


place. ‘They slip in through the cracks of 
the shutters and have lived now tor a num; 
ber of years in Chickaree Castle. In spite 
of their scoldings, I have become very fond 
of the handsome, swift little chaps. 
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The Apostles as Everyday Men 


By PRESIDENT ROBERT ELLIs THOMPSON, S.T.D. Do you know how 


Illuminating Books on the 


INTERNATIONAL 
UNIFORM LESSONS 


The Acts, seven Epistles and Revelation will be studied in the Uniform 
The following books will be most suggestive in 


a mastery of the Gospel message, 


each of the Twelve Apostles lived—and died ? 


pictures them as real men, with their weaknesses and their noble 


characteristics sympathetically set forth, 


Pictures of the. Apostolic Church 


The greatest living master of the his- 
tory of Asia Minor and of the life of Paul has poured the wealth of 
his lifetime studies into this work. The book is a simple, popular, 
but richly revealing series of word-pictures which set forth the life, 
conditions, events and character of the early Christian Church as 
given in the Acts and certain of the Epistles. J7.50, postpaid. 


By 


50 cents, Postpaid. 


Sir WILLIAM M. RAMSAY. 


He devotes a chapter to 
each of the six pairs of Apostles, and.a chapter to what is known 
outside the New Testament about their life and death. 
book is a graphic, vivid character study, and an invaluable reference 
manual in Bible study. 


A Chart of Paul’s Journeyings 


By 


map paper, 


sui 


The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 


C. E. ARNOLD, A.M. 


table for carrying in the pocket. 


20 cents, postpaid. 


This popular little chart is printed on 
folding. within stiff cloth covers, size 6%x3% inches, 
It contains five simple outline 
maps, showing the period of preparation, the first, second and third 
journeys, and the voyage to Rome, with Scripture references and dates 
in parallel columns. 


President Thompson 


This little 
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702 THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


A Teacher-Training 
Expert Thinks 


Ghe Sunday School Gines 


Revolutionary 





Miss M. M. Haig, who has been contin- 
uously engaged in teacher-training in 
Philadelphia and elsewhere for the last 
nineteen years, and is herself the author 
of several: courses in teacher-training, says 
in a letter to the Publisher sf The Sun- 
day School Times : 


“It gives me great pleas- 
ure to repeat what | have 
frequently said, ‘The Sun- 
day School Times USED 
by every Sabbath school 
would mean a strength- 
ening of individuaiity in 
our teachers that would 
revolutionize the work.’’’ 


Is The Sunday School Times USED 
by all the teachers in your school? We 
are constantly seeking out schools where 
the Times is not now taken, in order that 
we may interest teachers in the paper. 


If you know of new workers in the 
Sunday-school ranks who do not now 
subscribe for The Sunday School Times, 
and will kindly send us a list of their 
names, we shall gladly send them a speci- 
men copy of the paper containing the 
lesson for next Sunday, and also a copy 
of our 19!6 prospectus. 


This simple act of co-operation on 
your part may be the means of greatly 
quickening the latent teaching ability in 
some of these new workers. 


We confidently look to YOU for 
| such introductions to your friends. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
1031 Walnut Street Philadelphia 








\ 








| their work ?—H. L. R. 








| Ask Marion Lawrance | 





ILLINOIS.—Has it proved ehivenvageous for 
churches to take over the support 
of the Sunday-school? What advantages are 
there in this and what disadvantages ? here 
this plan is followed out, in a general way what 
becomes of the money raised through the 
Sunday-school ?—C. W. W. 


HE church is responsible for the finan- 
cial support of all its departments, the 
Sunday-school included. It has too 





long made the Sunday-school shift for itself, 
and this is one reason why the Sunday- 
school and the church in many places are 
not closer together in their work. 

The money raised in the Sunday-school | 
should be used as the church thinks it ought 
to be used, although the Sunday-school itself 
should have a voice in the matter. Very 
many Sunday-school Jeaders nowadays are 
recommending that the church support the 
school entirely, and that all the money raised 
in the school be devoted to missionary pur- 
poses. Asa theory, and partially as a prin- 
ciple, this is good ; nevertheless, I think it 
is a good plan for the Sunday-school to con- 
tribue regularly to the support of the 
church, giving a stipulated amount each 
year, so that every member of the school is 
taught to have the feeling that he is helping 
to support the church. Then I think a por- 
tion of the money raised in the school ought 
to be used to help buy the supplies of the 
school. This will teach economy in pur- 
chasing and care in handling the supplies. 
The large proportion of what is raised in the 
Sunday-school, however, ought to be used 
for missionary and benevolent purposes, 





NEW YORK.—I am a young man 29 years of 
age, and have a class of 16 boys, ages from | 


1§ to 18. I have had this class for a year and | 


a half. We have organized a club and the boys | 
show a keen interest in it. But at times I 
experience a good deal of trouble trying to 
keep order in the Sunday-school class po to 
secure attention to the lesson. We have tried 
many of the suggestions in your paper, which 
help for a while. Can you give me some ad- 
vice or help in this matter ?——E. H. S. 

OYS of the age you speak of must have 
some consuining interest that compels | 
their attention. Of course, nothing 

should be allowed to take the place of the 
Bible lesson on Sunday, but, nevertheless, 
a little time can be found each Sunday 
to talk over matters connected with any 
through-the-week activity in which they may 
be interested. I suggest that you get Mr, 
Alexander’s book on ‘* The Boy and the 
Sunday School’ (Association Press, $1), 
and you will have the best there is at hand 
in the way of suggestion and usable plans. 

In teaching the lesson it is a good plan to 
bear in mind the law of co-operation. Boys 
are not going to sit still and let you talk to 
them for thirty minutes unless you have 
something intensely interesting tosay. They 
must have a part in the lesson. Assign spe- 
cific duties to the boys beforehand, and ex- 
pect them to do the thing they are asked to 
do. The more real work of this kind you 
lay upon them, the more interest they will 
take ordinarily. -It is a mistake to assume 
that boys will not do anything with their 
Sunday-school lessons during the week. 
This depends. If some activity can be de- 
cided upon, and then the teaching on Sun- 
day be made in some way to tie up to that 
activity, there will be less difficulty probably 
in holding the attention of the boys. 





COLORADO. —Where may Sunday - school 
and hers secure training for 


HE City Institute, or Community Train- 
ing School, as it is sometimes called, 
affords the finest opportunity being 

given to-day for training in Sunday-school 
leadership. These Community Training 
Schools are possible anywhere, if the work- 
ers are sufficiently interested to give it the 
necessary amount of time and labor. Noth- 
ing in the Sunday-school field is growing 
more rapidly than the Community Training 
School idea. There are over one hundred 
of them in operation at the present time. 
We have heard about teacher-training a 
long time, and yet have made very little 
progress comparatively. It is probable that 
not more than one teacher in twelve in the 
whole North American field has taken his 
work with sufficient seriousness to take a 





thoroughly up-to- date teacher - training 


DECEMBER ¢1, 1915 


course. Yet even this is ing when 
we remember that about fifteen oo 9 ago 
7 about one in one hundred taken 
suc 


a course. 
**The T of Officers and Teachers,’’ 
by Dr. Mc is a splendid book on 


this subject (New York: Methodist Book 
Concern, 75 cents net), Eaton and Mains 
are — a new book written by Frank 
L. wn especially for the training of Sun- 
day-school officers. : 

All Sunday-school workers, whether ofti- 
cers or teachers, should avail themselves of 
every opportunity to attend a Sunday-school 
convention, denominational or interdenomi- 
national, and should secure the very best up- 
to-date books on Sunday-school matters, 
and endeavor to keep abreast of the times. 





Books Worth Noting 











The Modern View of an Old Prob- 
lem.—Two well-known W, C. T. U. work- 
ers have prepared 74 slides for an illustrated 
temperance lecture. These slides can be 
either rented or purchased outright. With 
them goes a pamphlet, entitled ‘‘ The Mod- 
ern View of an Old Problem,’’ explaining 
the meaning of each slide. This pamphlet 
is brief, accurate, and brings out in a strik- 
ing manner the meaning of the pictures as 
they follow one another on the screen. A 
detailed description of the slides, together 
with other information, can be secured upon 
application to Mrs. Sarah Swartz Hilde- 
brand, or Mrs. Clara Hoover Stillwell, of 
Wayne, Pa., who are the joint authors, 


When My Ship Comes Home (By 
Clara E. Laughlin).—Two little children 
lay loading ‘‘p’tend ships’ with their 
eart’s desires, from bucking broncos to 
dolls’ houses. But as they grow older the 
cargoes change as erstwhile joys and hopes 
fade into ashes, until at thirty, where the 
author leaves them, the cargoes of the little 
boy and the little girl have become identi- 
cal,—the desire for a *‘ perfect comrade.’’ 
Admirers of Miss Laughlin will. find this 


( Continued on next page) 





Hard te Drop 
But Many Drop it 


A young California wife talks about 
coffee : 

‘‘It was hard to drop Mocha and Java 
and give Postum a trial, but my nerves 
were so shattered that I was a nervous 
wreck, and of course that means all kinds 
of ails. 

‘*I did not want to acknowledge coffee 
caused the trouble, for I was very fond 
of it. At that time a friend came to live 
with us, and I noticed that after he had 
been with us a week he would not drink 
his coffee any more, I asked hitn the 
reason. He replied: ‘I have not hada 
headache since I left off drinking coffee, 
some. months ago, till last week, when I 
began again here at your table. I don’t 
see how anyone can like coffee, anyway, 
after drinking Postum !’ 

‘*I said nothing, but at once ordered a 
package of Postum. That was five 
months ago, and we have drunk nocoffee 
since, except on two occasions when we 
had company, and the result each time 
was that my husband could not sleep, 
but lay awake and tossed and talked 
half the night. We were convinced that 
coffee caused his suffering, so he re- 
turned to Postum, convinced that coffee 
was an enemy, instead of a friend, and 
he is troubled no more by insomnia. 

‘I have gained 8 pounds in weight, 
and my nerves have ceased to quiver. 
It seems so easy now to quit coffee, that 
caused our aches and ails, and take up 
Postum.”" Name given by Postum Co., 
Battle Creek, Mich. 

Postum comes in two forms: © 

Postum Cereal —.the original form— 
must be well boiled. 15¢ and 25c pack- 


ages. 

“instant Postum—a soluble powder— 
dissolves quickly in a cup of hot water 
and, with cream and sugar, makes a de- 
licious beverage instantly. 30c and soc 
tins. 

Both kinds are equally delicious and 
cost about the same per cup. 
*‘There’s a Reason” for Postum. 
—sold by Grocers. 
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Old Testament 


Stories 
20 Volumes, each 16 pages and cover 
Published at 5 cts. each, or 20 Books for $1.00 





These stories of the leaders and heroes of 
the Old Testament are in biographical form, 
They are true to the letter and spirit of the 
Bible, and give Bible history in a form in- 
-teresting to young people and well worth 
while to those who are older. 

Each book has at least one illustration; 
some two; and the very best illustrations, 
principally by modern artists, are used. 


American Sunday-School Union 








1816 Chestnut Street, - Philadelphia, Pa. 














POCONO MANOR INN 


OPEN ALL THE YEAR. POCONO MANOR, PA. 
Pocono Summit Sta. D. L. & W. R. R. 
Under Quaker management ; 1,800 feetsabove sea 
evel; 800 acres; finest scenery in Pocono Mouns- 
tains ; table, water and Friendly environment ; pri- 
vate baths; exhilarating golf, tennis and bowling; 











ample garage; fine stone roads. J,.W. Hurley, Mgr. 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new subscribers, 
in the United States and Canada. These 
tates include postage : ; 


re) Five or more copies, either to 
$1 0 separate addresses or in a pack- 
age to one address, $1.00 each, per year. 


One copy, or any number of 
$1 50 copies less than five, $1.50 each, 


per year. One copy, five years, $6.00. 


: One free copy addi- 
Free Copies tional will be allowed 


for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
$1.00 rate. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School Times will be sent to any ofaghe 
countries embraced in the Universal Postal Union at 
the following rate, which includes postage : 

One copy, one year, 6 shillings. 

Five or more copies, in a package to one address, 
5 shillings each. 

For Great Britain, Mr. T. French Downie, 21 
Warwick Lane, London, E. C., will receive yearly 
or half-yearly subscriptions at the above rate, the paper 
to be mailed direct from Philadelphia to the subscrib- 
ers. Mr. Downie can also supply the other publications 
ot The Sunday School Times Company. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TimEs Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 





THE. SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


(Continued from preceding page) 


story written in her characteristic vein, and, 
will note that her technique constantly grows | 
smoother. (New York: Revell, $1 ne.) 


Overtaking the Centuries (By A. 
Estelle Paddock).—It is scarcely possible 
for the American woman to ‘conceive of the 
heart-hunger, the hopeless outlook, and the 

hysical suffering of her sisters in the Orient. 

‘his little book contains much condensed 
information on this subject, and on the work 
of the Young Woman’s Christian Association 
for them. ‘The author says that ‘‘ to Christian 
missions alone is due the education of women 
in non-Christian lands, with all the develop- 
ment which has followed for womankind,’’ 
and considers the Association as a *‘ vesti- 
bule’’ or a ‘‘ half-way house’’ to the church. 
This is accomplished through the Bible study 
classes, in which most members are enrolled, 
(New York: Publication Department Na- 
tional Board, Y, W. C. A., 40 cents net.) 


Adventures in Faith (By C. K. Ober). 
—Here is a harvest of living fruits, the re- 
sults of just the chance {?) meetings which 
come into the lives of each of us. A conse- 
crated Christian man took these opportuni- 
ties to speak for his Lord, of his power as a 
present fact and not a doctrinal theory, and’ 
of what is included in his proposition to be- 
come the Saviour of men who trust him. 
When he began these conversations he sent 
what he calls an ‘*S, O. S.’’ wireless call to 
his Friend, and the answer worked the same 
almost unbelievable miracle in a cultured 
university man that it did in an ignorant 
drunken Indian, What a blessed thing for 
these men that they happened to fall in with 
this type of Christian! (New York: Asso- 
ciation Press, boards, 25 cents; paper, 10 
cents. ) 


Legends of King Arthur and His 
Knights (Retold by Janet MacDonald 
Clark).—The choicest of England’s most 
popular legends are retold in a style that is 
simple and direct, and the swiftly moving 
events are sure to hold and charm young 
readers. Thelillustrations in color are trib- 
utes to the printer’s art as well as to the 
spirit of the artist who has so well portrayed 
some of the most pleasing and thrilling inci- 
dents of the legends, But the black-and- 
white pictures are just as fine. It is such 
books as these, as Miss Olcott says in«her 
** Children’s Reading,’’ that ‘* draw youth- 
ful altruistic aspirations toward an ideal goal 
—where treachery, cruelty, cowardice, and 
falsehood are shown in their blackness, and 
where the unstained shield of the faithful 
knight is preferred above all things.’? One 
who invests in this book has in prospect a 
large return. (New York: Dutton, $2.50). 


The Breath of Life ( By John Burroughs). 
—This is the pitiful search of an old man 
for the source of life. Mechanistic evolu- 
tion he is forced to reject because of its un- 
scientife method of attributing to matter 
qualities which it has never been known to 
possess. The thought of a personal Creator, 
he says, is distasteful to him, and belongs to 
the childhood of the race. ‘The Bergson 
theory of a wave of creative energy appeals 
to him, but he thinks his answer must be 
found in nature-itself. So he reads into the 
theory of evolution the hypothesis of a con- 
tradictory force which is supposed to arise in 
matter and yet is strangely superior to and 
separate from it. ‘This force is his idea of 
God, and in the transcendental character of 
the electron he finds ‘the will with which he 
says man opposes the fatalism of nature and 
the mercy with which he offsets her cruelty. 
This is what he calls the naturalist’s view of 
life—is mechanistic evolution itself more un- 
scientific? The chasm which separates man 
from the Source of life did not appear be- 
cause of an intellectual difficulty, and the 
race can only return over the same road 
whence it came out, Until this venerable 
naturalist finds Him who has life in Himself, 
and can impart it to a-wretched gutter bum 
so that he becomes a Christian gentleman— 
not in long slow ages of an evolutionary 
process, but here and now—-he will never be 
able to reconcile what he calls his philosophic 
mind with his scientific mind, and know that 
religion and science are one. One must be 
born again before one can know the joy re- 
vealed in the diary of a Christian naturalist, 
who wrote that this deep interest and love 
for the universe and its laws was given by 
One for His name’s sake, to honor Him and 
believe in his power, and because of his 
wish that we may enter into his enjoyment 
of that which he has caused to be. 
Houghton Mifflin Co., $1.15 net) 
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BEHIND WAR’S SCREEN 
IN THE HOLY LAND 


@ Do you know the transforming events 
of the past twelve months in Bible 
lands? . 


q Do you know of the new railroad from 
Beersheba north ? 


gq Do you know that the Turks have seized 
one of the most ancient and famous 
of Christian monasteries ? 


@ Do you know what has happened to the 
Christian shrines,—Garden, Nativity, 
Sepulcher, and others? 


Armenia, the Martyr Nation 


is riveting the horror-stricken attention of 
the Christian world, and throwing into the 
limelight the dark deeds of the present 
possessors of the Holy Land. 


Three thousand years ago Palestine 
was the cross-roads of the earth. 


For centuries past it has been to the 
outside world largely 4 spot of- sentimental 
interest. 


To-day. the Land is again the center 
of world events, the meeting-point of di- 
plomacy and strife. 


War’s finger is pointing the world back 
to the Land of the Bible. 


R. WILLIAM T. ELLIS, the eminent. journalist, 
knows the past and present situation of, the Arme- 
nians and their murderers as few Americans do. 


He will write for The Sunday School Times a 
series of six articles, which will answer’ these absorbingly 
interesting questions about the Holy Land, and will in- 
clude also: 


The story of the Armenian Christians from the beginning. 

What the other Eastern churches are, and were. 

Some religious aspects of ‘the most interesting city in 
the world ’’—Constantinople. 

America in the Land of the Bible, and what she has 
done for Armenians. 


All the latest news-facts of importance from the mas- 
sacre fields. 


N PLANNING this series it has been the desire of 

Dr. Ellis and the Editor of The Sunday School Times 
to put before American Christians the facts that should 
be known in connection with the unparalleled situation 
in the land where Turkey holds sway. 


New subscriptions that are sent in promptly will 
include all the articles in the series by Dr. Ellis. 


The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Wainut Street, Philadelphia 
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“The House Outside and Inside” 
you the latest ideas on artistic 
There are 18 


panes and decorating. 
andsome plates—ten exteriors, eight 
beautiful interiors, showing in actual 
colors the masteotons effects obtained 

igh Standard” Liquid 


by the use 

Paint and Mellotone, the beautiful and 
artistic finish for inside walls and ceil- 
ings that is lustreless, fadciess, wash- 
able, durable and economical. rip- 
tions with each color plate tells how 
effects are secured, not only as to paint 
but draperies, rugs, fu 


In writing for booklet, ask name of your local 
dealer-agent for Lowe Brothers ie 'b Stand- 
ard” Liquid Paint and Mellotone stains, 

varnishes, which insure best results. 


e 
The Lowe Brothers Co. 
~ 479 E, Third St., Dayton, O. 
Reston, Jersey City, Chicago, Kansas (ity, Minneapolis 
. Lowe Brothers, L¢d., Toronto, Canada 











UNION LESSON GUIDE 


Contains a List of the 
INTERNATIONAL UNIFORM LESSONS for 1916 


New Testament: Acts, Epistles and Revelation 
iving dates of lessons, titles, where found, and 
the Golden ‘lexts printed in full for memorizing. 


SPECIAL FEATURES: 
Graded Topics 


‘Yo aid the teacher in adapting the central truth 
of the lesson to the age of the pupils—three grades : 

(1) Senior and Adult Classes, over 16. 

(2) Intermediate Classes, from 12 to'16. 

(3) Primary and Junior Classes, under 12. 


Record of Sermon Texts 


‘To encourage regular church attendance, 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





The Young People’s 
-- Prayer-Meeting 
_- By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, December 26, 1915 


How to Keep on the Up Grade. (Phil. 
3 : 12-16. New Year’s meeting). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
MON.— Reject unworthy things (Matt. § : 


29, 30). | 
TUES.—Attention to good (‘Tit. 3 : 8). 
WED.— Meditation (1 ‘Tim. 4 : 13-16). 
‘THURS. —Praver (Jas, 1 : 1-8) 

Frt.— Following Christ (Rev. 14 : 4). 
Sat. — Conserving gains (Rev. 3 : to-12). 














The Union Daily Home s' | 7 
enor finer er 
Valuable Facts for Sunday-School Workers 
3 cents each, of $2.00 for 100, postpaid 
American Sunday-School Union 


1816 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 





All About the Bible *25'co sci." 
out the B '25,000 Sold 

Its origin, translation, plan, rivals. 

Its authority, authorship, antiquity. 

Its people, customs, money, laws. 

Its prophecies, promises, precepts, warnings. 


Its inspiration proved —supposed errors explained 
A cyclopedia of facts from undoubted authorities 


ramo, 400 pp., full cloth bd, only $1.00, post. free 











F.H.Revell Co.,158 5th Ave,, N.Y. 125N.Wabash,Chicago/ 





FOR XMAS, a Peace Calendar: 366 reasons against 
militarism by famous writers. Practical, artistic desk- 
calendar. ‘ostpaid §r. Nyaa to teachers. 
J. Mullowney, Paxtang. Pa. 








ADLER Stan 





vation Exposition. Fifty guarantee. postal 
bi . organs 

Gir fae book of all oe = homes, 

Te, ADLER ORGAN CO., 

Sola Ww. hestnut Street, Louisville, Ky. 









Church Organs 


Latest Approved Methods. 
Grade Only. 


‘Main Office & Works ®'s-"xcnas ‘Gress. 
Hook & Hastings Co. 


BRANCHES : 
Boston, New York, Phila., Chicago, Louisville, Dallas 





Highest 
Established 1827. 


























What dangers co: gliding back assail us? 
How can we keep fresh and strong ? 
How can we constantly get new visions ? 


HE Christian conception of life is growth, 
gain, a never ending movement on- 
ward into the experience of God. 

This was Paul's idea. The outstanding 
Christian personality of his own day and of 
all days, he nevertheless thought of himself 
as one who had not attained but who was 
following steadily = call which led ever up- 
ward from all that he had won and known 
to something greater and more. 


Men cannot stand still. It must be either 


forward or backward. 


** Merely thyself, O man, thou canst, not long 
abide, 

But must for less or greater presently de- 

cide."’ 
% 

If Christ is in us we may be sure that he 
is there as the unceasing power of life, call- 
ing us on, quickening us from sloth, aspir- 
ing in us for us. 

* Alas, long-suitéring and most patient God, 

Thou needst be surelier God to bear with | 


us 
‘Than ever to have made us! Thou a | 


nike MANDIR dt ah a 

Prser heucetorth for Metie ! Thou who h 
Thyself 

Endured this flesh-hodd, knowing how as a 
soaked 

And sucking vesture it can drag us down 

And choke us in the melancholy Deep, | 

Sustain me, that with Thee I[ ‘walk these | 





waves | 
Resisting !—Breathe me upward, Thou in me 
Aspiring. Whoart the Way, the ‘Truth, thie | 
sife— 
That no Truth henceforth seem indifferent, 


No Wavy to ‘I'ruth laborious, and no Life, 
Not even this life I live intolerable !"’ 


“ 


We must not be frightened to pass on and 
away from old things. We have to do so. | 
For that end God has given us time so that 
we must face new tests, new tasks. The 
old are gone only as the stones laid on which 
new stones are to be laid, 


** Man was made to grow, not stop ; 
That help he needed once and needs no 
more - 
Having grown put an inch by, —is withdrawn. 
For he hath new needs,—and new helps to 


these. 

This imports solely, man should mount on 
each 

New height in view; the help whereby he 
mounts— 


The ladder-rung his foot has left,—may fall, 

Since all things suffer change, save.God the 
Truth, 

Man apprehends Him newly at each stage 

Whereat earth's ladder drops,—its service 





one ; } 

And nothing shall prove twice what once was | 
proved."’ 

# } 

It will be nourishment and exercise and | 

sunlight and pure air which will make us 

grow physically this year. If we wish to 


| grow in the inner life it must be by prayer 


and Bible study and meditation upon truths 
and communion with God and a watchful- 
ness to check <nd strangle the temptation | 
to drop down and a steadfast and positive 
purpose and faith that God who has begun a 
good work in us will complete it. 

* 


And we may be sure that God will be | 
seeking to detach us from enslavement to | 
what is partial and to lead us on to what is 
perfect, Let us trust that our disappoint- 















ments now will be the surprises of His better 
will for us, 


** So oft the doing of God's will 
‘Our foolish wills undoeth ! 
And yet what idle dream breaks ill 
Which morning-light subdueth ? 
And who would murmur and m bt 
eat Sunrise finds him gut? "’ 





(Lesson for Dec. 26) December 11, 1915 


‘*Ends accomplished turn to means."’ . 


“Thou who canst think as wellas-feel, 
Mount from the earth | Aspire | Aspire |" 


“‘Our only greatness is that we aspire." 


“If every year we would root out one vice 
we should sooner become perfect men.” 


New York City. # 





Busy Teachers 


FOR 


OVER FORTY YEARS 


have found that Peloubet’s Select Notes gave them 
in a few minutes just what they needed in order to 
interest boys and girls in the Sunday School lesson, 


and thus make the lesson hour one of both 
and instruction, 


leasure 


It contains the best and latest il- 


lustrations and explanations of the subject-matter, 
presented in a concise and ‘effective manner, thus 

iving to the teacher the power to impart the truths 
in an interesting and forceful way. 


Send for Free Sample Pages, and note how 
} clearly yet concisely the Scripture text is explained and illustrated. 
Cloth, 384 pages, $7.00 met; delivered $1.15. 





Uniform Graded Quarterlies 


For over a quarter of a century these quarterlies have been conceded to be 
unexcelled, and have won the first place among Sunday School periodicals. 


Our corps of editors, comprising 


Rev. F. N. PELouBET, D.D., Rev. A; H. 


McKINNEY, PH.D., Mrs. LILLIAN KENNEDY WYMAN, and Mrs. ANNA L, 
BURNS, stands at the head of Sunday School writers, and their names guarantee 


their worth, 


Teachers’ Quarterlies 


The greatest assistants to teachers who are anxious to present the lessons in the 


most helpful and concise form. 


Superintendents are invited to send for sample Quarterlies and Home Department 


requisites. 





Books for Young People 


The hooks we. publish are of exceptional worth and merit, 


Our object is to pro- 


vide good literature for young people of a character both to instruct and enter- 


tain. 
interesting to older readers. 


Although these stories are primarily for young people, they are intensely 


, We shall be pleased to send our complete Mhustratéd Book Catalogue 6n request. 





“Wiide’s Bible Picture Sets ~~ 


A selected list of @@ subjects to illustrate the International Sunday School Les- - 


sons for 1916. Price, in a box, 


1 cent each, postpaid. 


50 cents, 


If the entire set is not desired they can be ordered in lots of to or more. 
In ordering, 


Price, 
give the numbers. 





Boston, Mass. 


W. A. WILDE CO., 





Chicago, #1. 





“(The Standard Bible for the English Speaking World ”’ 











THE AMERICAN 
STANDARD BIBL 


Every Bible in use today is a translation and revision 
from the ancient manuscripts and because the Amer- 
ican Standard is the latest and most accurate it is used 
and recommended by all the great Biblical scholars, lead- 
ing Colleges, Universities, Theological Seminaries and 
is the basis of all notes in Sunday School periodicals. 
Over 200 styles. Prices from 35 Centsup. For Sale by All Booksellers. 
Send for Booklet,““The Wonderful Story of how the Bible came down through the Ages” 


THOMAS NELSON & SONS 
381-A. Fourth Avenue (Gorner 27th Street) - - 


Edited by the 
American Revision 
Committee 


Bible Publishers for 
Over Sixty Years 
MEW YORK 














LEXANDER’S HYMNS No. 


A MILLION AND A HALF ALEXANDER’S HYMN-BOOKS SOLD 
Overflowing with a wealth of new songs and solos, yet retaining all the old-time favorites 
—the latest is by tar the largest and best of the Alexander Hymn-books. PRICES AS 


BEFORE. ‘l'ag boards, net 20c ; per 100, net $15. Cloth, net 30c; per 100, net $25.00. 
FLEMING H. REVELL CO., NEW YORK, 158 Fifth Ave. CHICAGO, 125 N. Wabash Ave. 











Good Books for 


(. if Ask for the Catalogue of 
' ts The Sunday School Times Co. 








" - s . . 
Reed & Barton's Individual Communion Service 
Latest design trays in 
plated or sterling silver, with 
celluloid lining making them 
noiseless. 
——e cups, or sterling or 
plated silver cu ain o1 
gold lined. _. 
REED & BARTON, Silversmiths 
Established 1824 
§Taanton, Mass. Pifth Ave. and 324 St., New York Ci 








CHURCH PEWS 


and PULPIT FURNITURE 


Globe Furniture Co., Ltd., 23 Park Place, Northville, Mick 


WILLIAMS PIANOS 


AND ORGANS ©*_bomes and churches sent on 


approval. Factory prices and easy 
terms. Send for free catalog. State which—pian¢é 6r or- 


gan. Williams Piano &OrganCo.,Dept.T Chicago 











. 





